
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

 
The Word of God 
 
Processional Hymn              Come Thou fount of everything blessing    H82-686 
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 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 
 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Glory be to God on high, 
  and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
  we worship thee, 
  we glorify thee, 
  we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
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O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
  that takest away the sins of the world, 
  have mercy upon us. 
 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
  receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
  have mercy upon us. 
 
For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 
  with the Holy Ghost, 
  art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Independence Day   July 4 
 
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this 
country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the 
torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant, we beseech 
thee, that we and all the people of this land may have grace 
to maintain these liberties in righteousness and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 9    
 
O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments 
by loving thee and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to thee with our whole 
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heart, and united to one another with pure affection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
 
So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he 

has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and 

female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my 

master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me 

swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the 

Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, 

and get a wife for my son.’ 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if 

now you will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the 

spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, 

“Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, 

and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord has 

appointed for my master’s son.’ 

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her 

water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, 

‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, 

and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I 

asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, 

whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her 

arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God 

of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my 

master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my 

master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the 

left.” 
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And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I 

will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s 

servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

“May you, our sister, become 

    thousands of myriads; 

may your offspring gain possession 

    of the gates of their foes.” 

Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; 

thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out 

in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And 

Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and 

said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The 

servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the 

servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his 

mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So 

Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Response 
 
Psalm 145:8-15 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
  slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 
  and his compassion is over all his works. 
 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
  and your faithful servants bless you. 
 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
  and speak of your power; 
 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 
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  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
  your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
  and merciful in all his deeds. 
 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
  he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 
Refrain: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised! 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
 
Romans 7:15-25A 
 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it 

is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good 

dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I 

do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I 

do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For 

I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at 

war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 

members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 

death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn         We will extol you, ever blessed Lord     H82-404 
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 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 according to Matthew. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 
 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon    The Rev. Jack Fondrliak 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
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  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Form I 
 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, 
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church 
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 
authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city (Charleston), for every city and 
community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 
the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 
wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or 
through outer space], let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 
for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all  let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 
destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 
all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 
degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 
suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O 
Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of St. Christopher and of all the saints, let 
us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
For the Election of a Bishop  
 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look graciously on 
your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a bishop for this Diocese, 
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your 
people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A Year of Prayers to End Racism 
 
JULY—For freedom from fears: 

  
“O Holy Spirit of comfort and eternal presence:  spread over us, your weary and 
anxious people, your protective and reassuring wings, that we might be delivered from 
our fears of one another:  that we might experience the exhilarating freedom of 
welcoming even strangers without defensiveness, hostility, or suspicion, but rather with 
openness, hospitality, and the expectation of friendship.  In the Name of Jesus, who 
welcomes all.”  Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
 
Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have 
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asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the 
glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name.  Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
 
The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
 
Treasure Box 
Announcements 
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Offertory Sentence 
 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 
offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 
 

The Holy Communion 

 
Offertory Hymn     Mine eyes have seen the glory    LEVAS-226 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer I 
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 The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People  It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should 
at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
 
Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in 
thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
 
Here may be added 
 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for 
that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for 
the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; 
for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as 
ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the 
institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before 
thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now 
offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable 
benefits procured unto us by the same. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to 
hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless 
and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 
and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them 
according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers 
of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to 
accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most 
humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 
we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 
sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
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And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, 
our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living 
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, 
and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 
we in him. 
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept 
this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end.  AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold 
to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 



19 

A period of silence is kept. 
 
[Alleluia.]  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  [Alleluia.] 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  [Amen.] 
 
Communion Hymn    Softy and tenderly Jesus is calling           LEVAS-101 
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Let us pray. 
 
The People may join in saying this prayer 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of 
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Recessional Hymn     God of Our Fathers             H82-718 

 

 

 

 


