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Exceptional equestrians
Riders from Clendenin and

other parts of the valley excel
at a Tennessee riding tourney.

River Arts
Show

Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation
hosts its 10th annu-
al event.
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Carbide
collectibles

An area group is
seeking Union Car-
bide memorabilia.
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NEIGHBORS RECIPE

Fresh Raspberry Crisp
See details on page 5
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Check the Charleston Gazette and Charleston Daily Mail
everyday or go online at www.wvgazette.com or
www.dailymail.com for the latest deals.

for your next new or used vehicle purchase!
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By Robert Saunders
bsaunders@cnpapers.com
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No one has to tell Frank
Mathews of Malden that
bears can be unpredictable.
In June he experienced big
bruin bad behavior firsthand
when he and a buddy had a
close encounter with a grizzly
at Yellowstone National Park.

Mathews, a retired con-
struction manager, worked a
seasonal job at a hotel in
West Yellowstone for a couple
of months during the sum-
mer. After work and on his
days off, he liked to go into
the park to go fly-fishing and
take pictures.

On this particular day, he
and another hotel employee
ventured into an area of Yel-
lowstone off the main road.

“It was an area known to

be frequented by grizzlies,”
Mathews said. “We got out of
the car and my friend set up
his expensive camera and tri-
pod. He is a professional pho-
tographer and was hoping to
get some good bear photos.

“It was a beautiful day,
about seven in the morning.
Sure enough, a big, male
grizzly showed up. He was
sniffing the ground, eating
berries, looking for roots. At
first, he didn’t see us — their
eyesight isn’t that good — but
he finally caught our scent.
He raised up to get a better
look at us.

“He was maybe a couple
hundred feet away. We didn’t
think he would come for us,
but he did. At first, he was
walking. Then he started run-
ning toward us.

“They can run fast. We
dashed for the car, which was

about 25 feet away. We got
inside, and the bear came
right up to the windows and
looked at us.

“These grizzlies can be
dangerous. They’ve been
known to rip the doors off
cars. But after a few minutes,
he seemed to lose interest in
us. The bear went over to
investigate my friend’s cam-
era gear. He knocked the tri-
pod down and started

smashing $5,000 worth of
equipment. Then he took off.
I guess he didn’t want his pic-
ture taken.”

While in the car, Mathews
pulled out his own pocket
Nikon and took a few photos
(see above). Since his friend’s
equipment was a total loss,
Mathews’ photos are the only
documentation of the
encounter.

An experience like that

might make some people a
little wary about returning to
grizzly country, but Mathews
can’t wait to go back.

“The fishing is wonderful,”
he said. “We fished the Madi-
son, Yellowstone and Firehole
rivers. They got more fish per
mile than you can shake a fist
at. We caught plenty of cut-
throats and rainbows. We’d
keep the rainbows and
release the cutthroats. The

chefs would cook the trout
for us back at the hotel.”

Mathews also had a special
mission while in Yellowstone.
He took the ashes of his
brother, Rod Mathews, who
died at age 71, and spread
them in the Madison River.

“It was his final request,
that I take his ashes to Mon-
tana,” Frank Mathews said.

Malden man recalls
grizzly encounter

Frank Mathews of Malden took this series of photos last summer of his encounter with a grizzly bear at Yellowstone National Park.
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Light duty
Gary Pence of Rutledge Road hooks up a light display at Coonskin Park last week. Rutledge
works for Kanawha County Parks and Recreation. The light display opens Dec. 1.

West Side Episcopal church
to celebrate fifth anniversary

By Clint Thomas
cthomas@cnpapers.com

304-348-1232

St. Christopher Episcopal
Church will host a fifth-
anniversary celebration at 6
p.m. Friday, Nov. 30.

The event will commemo-
rate the church’s unity in
coming together from four
Kanawha County Episcopal
churches on Dec. 30, 2007.
With declining attendance
and growing operational
costs, All Saints Episcopal
Church in South Charleston,
St. James Episcopal in North
Charleston, Church of the
Good Shepherd in Kanawha
City and St. Luke’s Episcopal
on the West Side combined
their congregations that year.
The parishioners decided to
base their church at the St.
Luke’s location on Somerset
Drive and renamed it St.
Christopher.

A resident of Kanawha City
and native of Maine, the Rev.

Melissa E. Remington relo-
cated from Buffalo, N.Y., in
October 2009 to become the
West Side church’s rector.

“Our church has been a
very unique model,” Reming-
ton said, “because four Epis-
copal churches in the
Charleston area were really
struggling. ... Ultimately, they
merged into one church. It’s
been the most amazing gift
and blessing through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

“It’s my understanding that
this is the most diverse con-
gregation, in terms of socioe-
conomics, race and culture,

in the state, and it is growing.
“We try to focus on being a

presence in the community
and reaching out to the
neighborhoods around us,”
said the rector.

One successful community
outreach of St. Christopher
Episcopal is its after-school
program for students at near-
by J.E. Robins and Watts ele-
mentaries. Two days a week,
the church transports 24 stu-
dents from the school to the
Mary Snow Enrichment Pro-
gram in the church’s onsite
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“We try to focus on
being a presence
in the community
and reaching out to
the neighborhoods
around us.”

— The Rev. Melissa E.
Remington

Congregation
formed from four
Kanawha County
Episcopal churches
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