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St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

Come and share in God’s love.   

Join us for Christmas Services: 

December 24th    4:30 pm -  Family Service of  

       Nativity of Our Lord   
                                  7:30 pm -  Christmas Eve Service with  
             Carols: Nativity of our Lord 
December 25th     9:00 am -  Quiet Christmas Day Service 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2016 

821 Edgewood Drive, Charleston, WV 25302  

(304) 342-3272  

www.stchristopherwv.com 

Vision Statement 

A diverse family of faith, 
sharing in God’s love, 
participating in minis-
tries and inviting all. 

 

Winter 2016 Newsletter  

This ISSUE:  A  Special Focus on New Member Ministry, 

Worship at St. Christopher and feature articles 
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Winter issue 2106 Newsletter 

From the Rector: May our Lion and lamb lie side by side in peace  Winter 2016 

 

As the season gets busier and busier and the daily 

countdown to Christmas continues, I find myself repeatedly 
saying, “I really need church!”; because, in this busy 
season, it can be a challenge to stay focused on the Good 

News that the Advent and Christmas season brings! 
The meaning of Advent and Christmas is found in the 

Scripture readings read in church each Sunday focusing 
on:  HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE. 

 

As Christians, we are people of HOPE.  HOPE is different.  

From wishing for something.  If we wish for something and it 
doesn’t come true we are disappointed.  If we have HOPE, we 
never give up waiting on the Lord even if we don’t realize it 

within our own time frame.  
  

HOPE for world PEACE.  World Peace can be known and we can be filled with joy by fully 
receiving God’s gift of love that has the power to save the world.  A love so powerful that 
the wolf and the lamb lie side by side both within our self, as well as in our communities 

and in the world.  This is Good News!  As we pray for our nation and its governance; we 
can find HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE with God’s gift offering salvation. 

 

With HOPE in our hearts we wait on the coming of the Lord; seeking peace for human kind 

at every level.  How do we find PEACE with a hopeful heart?  Well, John the Baptist 
reminds us whether we like it or not to REPENT.  REPENT includes turning back with 

courage to face our mistakes, our sins, and seek forgiveness and be willing to forgive.  In 
other words, face the predator within our very selves; as well as with courage recognize 
where we are prey, where we are weak, vulnerable and afraid.  

  
The work of repentance brings PEACE.  “Bear good fruit of repentance” implies behaving in 

ways that reign in peace, not hate or hurt.  Reinhold Niebhur and others have said, “If you 
want peace, work for justice.”  And we should add the character of our work for justice 
must come from a repentant heart that reflects integrity, honesty and kindness, from a 

heart of love. 

 

So perhaps we can sum Advent up in five words:  REPENT, HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE. 

 

May your lion lie down with your lamb, and may the loving inner Christ child, Immanuel, 
lead you this season to your inner manger to receive the greatest and most powerful gift 

ever given:  The light and love of God born in Bethlehem! 

 

A Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!         

Pastor Melissa 
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Our Vestry and Committees are focusing on: 
 

 New Member Ministry,  
 Church Growth and  

 Evangelism (sharing our stories with each other and our 
friends and acquaintances.) 

 
We are called to: 
 INVITE,  
 WELCOME and  

 CONNECT new members to our parish.   
 To live into our name sake, “St Christopher,”  the  

Christ-bearer to those who do not know him: 
 

THROUGH WORSHIP for the Glory of God and God’s  

Gift of Salvation  

Join us for Holy Communion    And being together in church 

Learn to be a crucifer: just ask Chris Dew Like to sing?  JOIN the CHOIR 
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The Fellowship Committee continues to help all of us participate and 
help with the Sunday lunch. Fellowship continues to coordinate spe-
cial events and is always looking for new members. Thanks to all of 
you who have brought food and stayed to help clean up the dishes, 
kitchen and tables afterward. 

ALL HANDS ON DECK when it is your turn 

 

 

Remember this monthly schedule to bring a dish to share:   

1st Sunday: Everyone except Vestry & Choir 

2nd Sunday: Folks with last names beginning A thru J 

3rd Sunday: Vestry and half the choir 

4th Sunday: Folks with last names beginning K thru Z 

5th Sunday: Men (thank-you too!) 

We look forward to starting the Fall season with a brunch between services on Sept. 11 when 
the full Sunday School program begins.      

THROUGH FELLOWSHIP:  Invite, welcome, connect 

Invite your friends to church and tell them about our special 
fellowship luncheon  each Sunday after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

Winter 2016 Issue  
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FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

   The Stewardship Committee at St. Christopher Episcopal Church hosted a Bingo Fami-

ly Fun night on September 14.  We shared a lot of good food, fellowship and Bible verses that 

focus on our duty to share our time, treasure and talents.   

 Assistant Bishop Mark Van Koevering celebrated with us at both services on Novem-

ber 13, which was our Stewardship Ingathering Sunday.  To date, 46 pledge units have pledge 

a total of $145,128.  Both the pledge units and the total pledges fall short of our goal of 50-56 

pledge units pledging $150,000 or greater to meet the annual budget the finance committee 

and vestry are in the final stages of approving.  If you have not turned in your pledge card, it 

is NOT too late!   

 We sincerely thank all of those who have pledged their time, talent and treasure to the 

success and growth of our parish.  Ron King pointed out at our congregational meeting that 

when one person increases their pledge by $5 a week that is an additional $260 a year.  Multi-

plying that by our expected 56 pledge units is an additional $14,560.  It is easy to see how 

quickly that can add up!  Ron also pointed out that modest pledge increases each year, along 

with parish growth can take us out of deficit spending in just a few years!   

 Stewardship is not just about money, though.  Prayerfully consider how your time and 

talents can help us grow and spread the Good News!  We will be hearing in the next few 

weeks and months about evangelization and a revitalized New Member Ministry.  If your tal-

ents and time align with these initiatives, let Pastor Melissa know that you would like to help.  

Church growth is essential for us all to be good stewards of the gifts given to us at St. Chris-

topher!  Thank you for your continued support so that the members of St. Christopher can 

continue to share God’s love with each other and with our community! 

 

On behalf of the Committee:   Mr. Eric Ghiz 
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Lets invite, welcome and connect new members to St Christopher: 

 

Through meaningful, lively and loving  

worship, fellowship, and Christian Formation Opportunities 

Through Social Media, and Personal INVITATION 

WELCOME 

CONNECT 

INVITE 

 
WELCOME 

 
CONNECT 
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ANOTHER SPECIAL FIELD TRIP FOR STUDENTS AT THE 
PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER  

        by Mike Anderson 

Feature Articles 

 

 Fifteen students & 6 counselors from 
the Paul Laurence Dunbar Neighborhood Cen-
ter participated in a field trip to the WVDNR 
Wildlife Center in French Creek WV. This fun 
trip was supported by St. Christopher Episco-
pal Church as a part of the commitment to 
outreach to our West Side Community. It was 
also a continuation of the effort to provide 
these students with an understanding of what 
their state of West Virginia is like outside of 
Charleston, with focus on our states natural 
beauty and the fish, wildlife and plants found 

within its borders.  

Like the previous trip in May to Nature Day at Seneca Rocks, this October 10, 2016 trip to 
the Wildlife Center, was fun and interesting. The students learned about animals that cur-
rently live in West Virginia like the Black Bear, Bobcat and Bald Eagle. They also learned 
about animals that used to live in the state, such as, the Mountain Lion, Bison and Elk. The 
students asked many questions plus shared their previously acquired knowledge with the 
group. 

The group stopped at Shoney’s in Flatwoods for a filling meal before finishing the drive 
home. Special thanks to the staff of this restaurant for going up and above the call of duty 
to take care of our large group! 

Members from the St. Christopher Outreach Committee provided support as drivers for the 
church van and providing food, drinks and snacks for all on the trip. The WVDNR Wildlife 
Center was a generous supporter of the group by lowering their normal $4 admission for 
adults to $1 and child’s $2 admission to 10 cents! Thank you to both for the support. 

The measure of the success of this ministry can be counted by the smiles from those in the 
group!!! Please Don’t judge by the look on the Bobcats face……… 
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Experiencing Church in Eastern Europe  
by Sonya M. Armstrong, Ph. D  
2015-2016  Fulbright Scholar to Slovak Republic 

Feature Articles 

 

 I spent January to July 2016 in Eastern Europe, specifically, in the Slovak Republic 
which is in Central Europe.  As a Fulbright scholar my primary responsibility was as a faculty 
member at Mateja Bell University in Banska Bystrica, a city of about 83,000.  

 Another of my role as a Fulbright Scholar was that of a cultural ambassador – as such I 
took every opportunity to experience the culture and share things about West Virginia State 
University, my home institution, Charleston, West Virginia and the USA at large.  One of the 
experiences I had that made a lasting impression on me was my experience with “Church” 

 Slovakia is 90 percent Catholic – both Eastern and Roman Rites.  In the main square, 
there were about four churches in walking distance from one another.  Most Sundays I wor-
shipped at the Catholic Church of Mary of the Assumption, the largest of these. I also attended 
the Cathedral Church of St Francis Xavier, which was built in the 16th century and became a 
cathedral to the diocese of Banska Bystrica in 1776. I also attended some “praise and worship” 
services at a contemporary Catholic church just outside the city limits.  Those services were 
like Evangelistic tent meetings — singing and liturgical dancing with young women waving 
swishing huge colorful banners.  The congregation sung the music which was displayed on a 
teleprompter screen while the band played drums, guitars and the Timpani.  The music was in-
termingled with prayers and “testimonies” – all done in the Slovak language. I felt I was in one 
of those Pentecostal church in the South. 

 My church experience was truly ecumenical.  Once a week I attended service at the 
Kingdom Hall of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They read the scriptures - I could translate from 
Slovak to English with my iPod. This was the only service in which I could follow in English. 
Depending on where I was, languages used in other churches were Slovenska, Italian, German, 
Czech, Polish or Hungarian. Yes, I visited churches in all seven countries during my stay. 

In enjoying the Eucharist at the different churches, at no time did anyone go to the altar rail 
and kneel like it is done here – In fact I don’t remember any altar rail.  One thing I did observe, 
every one knelt for prayers and there were no kneelers! 

 The first week in Lent I participated in Calvary – like an outdoor Stations of the 
Cross.  More than a hundred people consisting of children, men and women of all ages made 
the walk up a steep hill in a cold February Sunday after-
noon stop- ping to pray at each 
sta- tion.  The walk 
took about an hour 
and we ended with 
Eu- charist in and 
old church at the 
top of the hill.   
 

 

 

 

Cont on next page: 
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Experiencing Church in Eastern Europe  
By Sonya Armstrong, Ph.D. 

Feature Articles continued 

 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week. 

 Palm Sunday was quite special.  In-
stead of palms, like we have here in the 

USA, they had pusey willow (see photo). 
We were given a branch at the entrance and we 
marched into the church similar to what we do here.   

Maundy Thursday celebrated with much elaboration.  The 
church was standing room only.  

Good Friday I travelled to the Eastern Part of the country, 
where I spent the Easter weekend with one of my former ex-

change student Kamila.  The Stations of the Cross was done outdoors along 
the main streets (All business were closed) so people processed along and stopped at special 
places.  The service ended in the Sanctuary and there was a replica of a tomb – and soldiers 
kept guard throughout the night into early Sunday Morning.  The family where I stayed fasted 
most of Friday and Saturday.  On Saturday night, after the service, the Priest and the congrega-
tion walked through the village with lights and singing and incense.   

  

Early on Easter morning, a member of each family took a basket of food — bread, cheese, 
eggs, ham to be blessed We returned to the house and ate the meal from a common 
plate.  Whatever was not consumed was burned.  

We then got dressed and walked to church for the Easter service which was quite triumphant 
and joyous.  It was a wonderful Easter experience.  They also celebrated Eucharist on the 
Monday after Easter also.  This Easter season was the most festive and sacred I have experi-
enced any where. 

I appreciate the Fulbright Program giving me the opportunity to 
travel, study, teach and worship in Eastern Europe. 

Visiting the Vatican and St. Peters Basilica, the Wooden 
Churches in Slovakia (churches made entirely of wood and out-
side of the city limits, St. Martin’s Cathedral in Bratislava, 
which was once used for coronation of Kings and Queens, in-
cluding Maria Theresa, churches in Berlin, Budapest, Poland 
and Austria – were life changing church experiences for me. 
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  The Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program team has begun another year with stu-
dents from Edgewood Elementary School who need tutoring. We now have 8 students and they 
are improving and enriching our lives too. 

  If you like working with children who can be challenging at times, please volunteer. We will 
assess the children and provide suitable materials for tutoring.  We also need van drivers and 
volunteers to fix snacks for the children. 

  Our After School Enrichment Program is named after the late parishioner Mary C. Snow, the 
highly respected and pioneering educator who had been a member of St. James and St. Christo-
pher.   

 

Juanita Cook and Marcia Van Hook, Co-directors 

 

 

Kids continue to progress with  
Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program  

St. Christopher’s West Side ministries 
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NEW PROGRAM:   WEEKEND BACKPACKS for children in need of meals. 
 

   We have begun our new outreach ministry at St. Christopher’s providing 
weekend food for kids in need.  Every week, our backpack committee pur-
chases non-perishable, easy to prepare foods, pack the food in backpacks, 
and deliver to Mary C. Snow Elementary School.  The backpacks will be given 
to the neediest of children on Friday and returned (empty!) to school on Mon-

day to be refilled. 

   We now have confirmed membership with Mountaineer Food Bank allowing 

us to purchase non perishable food at an incredibly affordable price. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to this ministry with food and 
monetary donations.  A special thank-you to Mike Anderson and all of our 
volunteers who made the spaghetti dinner fundraiser a great success and to 
Pastor Melissa and the vestry for your support and designating the funds 
from the fundraiser to go to the program.  We raised $1,374 for this backpack 

ministry.  

Thank-you to our YOUTH GROUP for helping fill bags to of food be taken to 

the school 

   If you would like to send a monetary donation or volunteer to transport 
backpacks to school, shop, or fill backpacks, please contact me!  Any and all 

help will be greatly appreciated! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Skaff        304-389-2903 

nanskaff@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

Items needed 

for 

Mary C. Snow 

Backpack  
Ministry 

Easy Mack & Cheese 

Chef Boy R D Ravioli 
(individual packs) 

Bumble Bee Chicken or 
Ham Salad to go 

Ramen Noodles 

Apple Sauce (individual 
packs) 

Fruit Snacks 

Instant Oatmeal 

Breakfast Bars 
(preferably fruit 
instead of  
chocolate) 

Peanut Butter &/or 
Cheese Crackers 
(Nabs) 

Chocolate Pudding 
Cups 

mailto:nanskaff@hotmail.com
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St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

821 Edgewood Dr. 

Charleston, WV 25302 
 

 

Church Office:  304-342-3272 Rector’s Office:  304-342-3422 
Church Fax:  
304-342-2382 

Church E-mail:  info@stchristopherwv.com 
Church Website: 
www.stchristopherwv.com 

Church Administrator’s Email: stchristopheradmin@stchristopherwv.com 

The Right Reverend W. Michie Klusmeyer, Bishop 

The Reverend Melissa Remington, Rector 

Fr. Gil Watkins, Associate Retired Minister 

Dr. John L. Fuller, Senior Warden 

Mr. Eric Ghiz, Junior Warden 

Dr. Michael Anderson, Treasurer 

Mr. Fred Chiles, Minister of Music 

 Reginia Lipscomb, interim office administrator 

Sarah Anderson & Brooklyn Bird, Nursery Care Attendants 

mailto:info@stchristopherwv.com
http://www.stchristopherwv.com/
mailto:stchristopheradmin@stchristopherwv.com

