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821 Edgewood Drive, Charleston, WV 25302  304.342.3272 www.stchristopherwv.com  

A diverse family of faith, sharing in God’s love, participating in ministries and inviting all. 

Advent Prepares Us For Christmas

For the next 
few weeks 
we will 
observe the 
season of 
Advent, 
which means 
coming.  We 
look forward 
to the 

“coming” of God’s love made flesh in the newborn 
baby, Jesus and God’s promise of the “second 
coming” of Christ into the world.  This is an 
opportunity to intentionally allow God’s love to be 
made flesh in our very selves such that we can add to 
the growing light of God’s love celebrated in the 
season of Christmas! 

We will mark the beginning of  the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas by adding new responses to 
our service music.   The Gloria will be S278, and the 
Sanctus will be S130. Lessons and carols will be on 
Sunday, December 13th.  The Choir is starting on 
some great music for Advent and Christmas.  We 
will have guest soloists at several services.  Please 
bring a guest with you to enjoy the music.  

Join us in celebrating Christmas! We’ll begin with 
the “Greening of the Church” on Sunday, December 
20 after the 10:30 a.m. service.     

Winter 2015

Join us for Christmas Eve Services 
Dec. 24th Family Service with Children’s 

Christmas Pageant 
4:30 p.m. !!

Dec. 24th Christmas Carols 7:30 p.m. 
Followed by Christmas Eve Service 

The Nativity of our Lord  !!
Christmas Day Service 
Nativity of Our Lord 
Dec. 25th 9:00 a.m.

http://www.stchristopherwv.com
http://www.stchristopherwv.com
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Greetings from Pastor Melissa	
	

!
As we enter into Advent and look forward to Christmas, I can’t 
help but think about all of the global struggles today - most 
recently the devastating wars in the Middle East that cause so 
many refugees to flee their homes; the continuing economic 
struggles in our nation and in our backyard of West Virginia the 
escalating drug overdoses and addictions too many families 
suffer with.  How do we deal with such loss, pain and suffering 
in light of the Advent and Christmas message? 

!
Just that - we look to the light in the midst of the darkness.  We turn to the Living Word of God that 
reminds us nothing temporal lasts forever, and nothing stays the same on this earthly plane!  The one  
thing we can depend upon is the eternal love and grace of God.  This love and grace must be 
manifested in each and every one of us.  We must be a light in the dark for others especially when 
nation will rise up against nation, there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines, 
and well, we can add to the list: people will lose their homes, loved ones will die from disease… Note, 
the passage continues with:  “This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”  Mark 13:8. !
The birth pangs?  Yes, this is our hope. That God is laboring on for a new world order.  What a 
wonderful thing to focus on during Advent and to celebrate at Christmas!  Advent is a time to be alert, 
awake and prepare to receive in our hearts the greatest gift of God’s love made flesh in the person of 
Jesus Christ.  The One who shows us how to help reign in the light, the dawn of a new world order:  
Peace on Earth Good will toward all People.  This is our task this season.  Be a light to the world and 
pray for shalom.  Be shalom.  Shalom refers to the wholeness and peace which only comes with a 
deep and meaningful relationship to God and then to one another.  During the season let your eyes 
see through the trouble, the shadows, and seek the light of God found in the Word made flesh. 
!
Then may you shine brightly spreading that light and peace to those you meet in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Prince of Peace, our Wonderful Counselor and our Mighty God! 
!
A Blessed Advent and Christmas season to you all. 
!
Reverend Melissa E. Remington 
!
!
!



Children and Youth Light Up St. Christopher
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During the Treasure Box time, “Poppy 
King” always provides the children and 
youth with valuable lessons, and 
sometimes even chocolate. 

We welcome the newly 
baptized, Lilliana Grace Davis.  
Baptized on October 18, 2015.

Children perform a special song.

Everyone enjoys the 
Confirmation Class!

The Mary Snow Enrichment Program 
is off to a strong start.  We are tutoring 
nine children from Edgewood 
Elementary this year and welcome 
additional volunteers. Any questions or 
to sign-up, see co-directors Juanita 
Cook or Lauretha Kellum, or Pastor 
Melissa.



St. Christopher in Action
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A Note From Your Senior Warden 
Being a cradle Episcopalian, I know that Advent is the beginning of our church year.  That may be so, but I always feel 
fall is when our year begins here at St. Christopher.  After a summer of vacations and time off, we’re much more 
intentional in our efforts and many of our ministries seem to renew themselves.  A few examples of these are the Sunday 
School for our children, the Mary Snow educational program for youth in our area, our choir and music program and 
meals for the children in our area who attend the Paul Lawrence Dunbar Center.  Committees are getting back to full 
attendance and there are plans for an adult Sunday School Class.  If during the summer you’ve gotten our of the “habit” of 
coming to church, please come on back.  God certainly needs you here to help do His work, but more importantly you 
need Him in your life.  With love to All, Bill Pile 

Planning and FAT Committee 
The Facilities Team has been busy with the Gardens downsizing and other maintenance and improvement projects. These 
include among others: security systems, roof maintenance, and water company required back-flow preventers.  The 
immediate issue to be addressed is covering for our Sexton, Paco Cuadra, as he goes through knee replacement this 
winter. Keep him and Margret in your prayers. All hands on deck are requested for this important task.  
In addition, the Facilities Assessment Team and the Planning Team have been busy since last April in gathering data to be 
used in the future planning of the St. Christopher work. Most committees and missions have been interviewed and the 
initial draft of the information was presented in October. Additional information gathered in October and November was  
added and presented at the November meeting. Upon approval, the Team's information will be presented to the Vestry in 
December for discernment. With further refinement based upon Vestry comments, it will then be presented to the 
Congregational Meeting in January for discernment by the entire congregation. If anyone has additional information or 
comments to provide to what was gathered during the interviews please contact the office.  Lloyd Miller 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar Neighborhood Center 
A group of folks from St. Christopher made a delicious dinner in October for the after school children coming each school 
day to the Neighborhood Center for completion of homework and a meal.  Several parishioners took the food down to the 
Center and visited while thirty plus children enjoyed the dinner. Thank you everyone who helped. Also, a bag of snacks 
and treats was delivered to the Neighborhood Center one Friday in October to help the children through the weekend. We 
appreciate everyone who volunteers to help with the monthly dinners and who brings snacks for the 40 bags we fix when 
we have four or five different snacks to make up the bags. The children love them. Perhaps you would like to help make 
the bags and/or take the bags to the Center on a Friday? Please tell us if you have an interest in doing this.  Perhaps you 
would like to help with the December dinner? We need you! Just let us (Elaine Chiles, Mike Anderson, or Deborah 
Rodecker) know if you want to participate. We will figure out the date to do the dinner together.  Deborah Rodecker 

Stewardship Committee 
Stewardship is the office, duties, and obligations of a steward. The person who performs these duties is a steward and is 
responsible to the owner. We are all stewards of Saint Christopher. This committee is tasked with the responsibility of 
coordinating and accounting the activities of our stewards. This committee works diligently to fulfill our responsibility. 
You have been asked to provide for the treasure needed to continue our programs – we are also asking for your talents in 
the execution of your responsibility as a steward. Saint Christopher is a unique, loving church; please respond to God’s 
request for your participation. Lanette Anderson, Dr. Sonya Armstrong, Preston Browning, and Cyron Lawson. 

Communications Committee - Like us on Facebook, check out our website 
St. Christopher Episcopal Church has a Facebook page. If you have a Facebook account, be sure to “Like” St. Christopher 
Episcopal. The Facebook page lists the upcoming Sunday's bible readings and posts news about activities at the church. 
When you see a post you like, be sure to share it with your Facebook page, and invite your friends to “Like” St. 
Christopher Episcopal too.  If you don't have a Facebook account, start one and make sure St C is the first page you like. 
Go to www.facebook.com/StChristopherEpiscopalWV.  And while you are strolling the Internet, check out the St. 
Christopher web page at http://stchristopherwv.com .  The website contains new photos of church activities, up-to-date 
news about church events, and recent sermons by Pastor Melissa and Father Gil. If you missed a Sunday, you can hear the 
sermon when it is posted later in the week. If you liked the sermon, you can hear it (or read it in some cases) again and 
again on the website. Share the link with others through your Facebook account or an e-mail.   Stay up to date during the 
week on the St. Christopher web site and Facebook page. Kelly Merritt 

!

http://www.facebook.com/StChristopherEpiscopalWV
http://stchristopherwv.com
http://www.facebook.com/StChristopherEpiscopalWV
http://stchristopherwv.com
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Important Milestones and Updates on our Members 
• In July, Pastor Melissa and Kelly Merritt became engaged to be married. Watch for a 2016 date announcement 

soon. 

• St. Christopher celebrates its 8th birthday in December 2015! 

Welcome New Members!

!!
Greg, Megan, Owen and Gabriel 
Pennington began attending St. 
Christopher in 2015 and we are so 
thrilled to have them join us.   
Greg leads the Confirmation Class, 
along with Pastor Melissa.  Megan 
directs St. Christopher’s Sunday 
School program.  Owen 
participates in services, Treasure 
Box and Sunday School.  Baby 
Gabriel is just adorable and was 
recently baptized. 

Ann Mathews, 
our new Office 
Administrator, 
has spent most 
her professional 
career in 
administrative 
support and 
database 
management 
positions with 

various nonprofits in Charleston.  She 
was born and raised in Charleston, 
attended college in Virginia, worked in 
New York City, and even lived in India 
for 18 months!  A music major/English 
minor, she currently enjoys singing 
with the West Virginia Symphony 
Chorus, participating in senior exercise, 
and taking care of the plants in her 
yard.

Eric Ghiz grew up in South Charleston, 
graduating from South Charleston High 
School and then from Duquesne University 
with a BS in Biology.  He is a logistics 
supervisor LabCorp which means he 
supervises a crew of 12 couriers, a warehouse 
clerk and a customer service support 
representative.  Previously, he was a 
manager with the US Postal Service.  He 
enjoys gardening, is an aviation 
enthusiast, and plays a few instruments - 
trumpet, piano and handbells.

Solomon Carter Fuller 
(Sollie) was born May 7 
this year. He is pictured 
here with his big sister 4 
year old, Journey. At this 
point his day consists of 
eating, sleeping and 
playing with Mr. Froggy. 
Dr. John L. Fuller is the 
proud Grandfather.

Lilliana Cuadra, Paco’s granddaughter

Vincent Walton Merritt, Kelly Merritt’s 
grandson

Please welcome our new Office 
Administrator, Ann Mathews
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!!!
St. Christopher’s Choir Gets Ready for Christmas! 
The choir has been very busy getting ready for Advent and Christmas 
and is still accepting new members.  The choir enjoys fellowship with 
one another at one of its many parties.  Fred Chiles !!!!!!

Let the Good Times Roll with the Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Stewardship Fun Night! 
The Annual Spaghetti Dinner was St. Christopher's third of three fundraisers held during each calendar year. The 
Spaghetti Dinner (November) started four years ago in 2012 and complements our other fundraisers, the Fish Fry (June) 
and Yard Sale (August). The fundraisers have been successful due to the boundless energy of our St. Christopher 
volunteers.  The volunteers bring varied types of expertise to the events and their knowledge and hard work have made 
an impact.  Combined, the fundraisers have contributed over $7000 to the general fund over the past 4 years.  This 
year’s Spaghetti Dinner expanded upon our past success. Many volunteered to help at the event, make a dessert, or both! 
The donations for the general fund make it possible for St. Christopher to support those in need in our area or in our 
church community, either through direct giving or support for community or church based efforts. Fellowship found at 
the event made the Spaghetti Dinner successful also. Many friendships have been formed and enhanced while we work 
and share dinner, side by side!  This year’s event was on Sunday, November 22nd from Noon (just after 10:30 service) 
until 4 p.m. THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ST. CHRISTOPHER 4TH ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER!!!  
Mike Anderson  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
A Stewardship Fun Night was enjoyed by many of the members on Wednesday, October 28th, 2015.  The theme of the 
evening centered around "harvesting" the good works that the St. Christopher community has done, as well as "planting 
seeds" of more to come. A dinner of Fall favorites including pumpkin soup, broccoli soup, assorted breads, vegetable 
casseroles and pumpkin and sweet potato pie was served. Members spoke to the attendees about the impact that St. 
Christopher has had on their lives and the lives of others.  Small group discussions were also held which focused on how 
God has called us to serve and how we can continue to serve others in our parish community and others in need 
particularly on the West Side of Charleston. The Stewardship Committee sincerely thanks all who participated and 
helped with the dinner and program. Lanette Anderson !



ST. CHRISTOPHER – WINTER CALENDAR
   DECEMBER 2015
Tues 1 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 1 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 1 Choir Rehearsal 6:30 PM Resource Center

Wed 2 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Wed 2 Confirmation Class 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall

Thu 3 Morning Prayer Service 10:00-11:00 AM Main Sanctuary

Thu 3 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sun 6 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Mon 7 Worship Planning Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1

Tues 8 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 8 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 8 Choir Rehearsal 6:30 PM Resource Center

Wed 9 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Wed 9 Confirmation Class 6:30-7:45 PM Classroom 1

Wed 9 Vestry Meeting 6:30 PM Parish Hall

Thu 10 Fresh Start Meeting (at St. Christopher) 10:00 AM-2:00 PM Parish Hall, etc.

Thu 10 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sat 12 Creative Memories Scrapbooking 9:00 AM-5:00 PM Parish Hall

Sun 13 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Lessons in Carols Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Mon 14 Paul L. Dunbar Neighborhood Center – Christmas Party 4:00 PM Dunbar Center

Tues 15 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 15 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 15 Choir Rehearsal 6:30 PM Resource Center

Wed 16 Bridge Group 3:00-6:00 PM Barnabas House

Wed 16 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Wed 16 Confirmation Class 6:30-7:45 PM Classroom 1

Thu 17 Morning Prayer Service 10:00-11:00 AM Main Sanctuary

Thu 17 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sun 20 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Mon 21 Facilities Assessment Team (F.A.T.) Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1

24-31 Please see Page 1 for Christmas Services
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ST. CHRISTOPHER – WINTER CALENDAR
JANUARY 2016
Sun 3 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Mon 4 Worship Planning Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1

Tues 5 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 5 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 5 Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center

Wed 6 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Thu 7 Morning Prayer Service 10:00-11:00 AM Main Sanctuary

Thu 7 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sat 9 Creative Memories Scrapbooking 9:00 AM-5:00 PM Parish Hall

Sun 10 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Tues 12 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 12 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 12 Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center

Wed 13 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Wed 13 Vestry Meeting 6:30 PM Parish Hall

Thu 14 Morning Prayer Service 10:00-11:00 AM Main Sanctuary

Thu 14 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sun 17 Holy Eucharist  Rite II Sunday Service  
Brunch / Annual Meeting

9:30 AM Main Sanctuary 
Parish Hall

Mon 18 Facilities Assessment Team (F.A.T.) 6:30 PM Classroom 1

Tues 19 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

Tues 19 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Tues 19 Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center

Wed 20 Bridge Group 3:00-6:00 PM Barnabas House

Wed 20 Evening Prayer Service 5:15-6:00 PM Main Sanctuary

Thu 21 Morning Prayer Service 10:00-11:00 AM Main Sanctuary

Thu 21 Mary C. Snow Enrichment Program 2:15-4:30 PM Resource Center

Sun 24 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary

Mon 25 Communications Committee Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1

Tues 26 Noon Prayer Service 12:10-12:45 PM Main Sanctuary

 Go to http://stchristopherwv.com/  for the rest of the calendar.
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