
St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

We had a good and busier than usual summer at St. Christopher.  Along 
with our regular Summer Day Camp week we also participated in help-
ing the YMCA with their summer free tennis lessons for children on the 
West Side by providing lunch and drinks twice a week. God Bless you 
all and thank-you for making St Christopher Episcopal a special 
place of worship, fellowship and outreach. 
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Vision Statement 

A diverse family of faith, 
sharing in God’s love, 

participating in minis-

tries and inviting all. 
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Taste of SUMMER DAY CAMP FUN (more inside this issue) 
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From the Rector: Giving  Generously        Fall 2016 

 

As I reflect on all that we do here at St Christopher, I find myself 

struck by the abundance of opportunities offered here.  This parish is 

busy and generous!   

Let me take a moment to mention all of the service this parish offers 

to each other and the community.  St Christopher offers joyful and 

meaningful worship services.  We have a great choir and minister of 

music, generous volunteer teachers and nursery care giver, inviting 

and loving members, which includes our servers, readers, ushers and 

greeters. I hope you find the sermons to be helpful, inspiring while 

also thought provoking and helping you build your Christian faith 

and understanding of the Gospel.   

 

We have fun and love to laugh.  Your fellowship and stewardship committees offer events like 

fellowship each Sunday, Stewardship Fun night and many of you enjoy nights out to support 

our members in their various music, drama and sports activities.  This year we hope to offer 

more Bible Study sessions with the help of Mr. Greg Pennington who just finished his general 

Masters of Divinity as well as offer a fun and inspiring Lent program next Lent.  For our size 

parish we have an incredible presence and service to the community on the West Side with 

several ministry groups that meet for the glory of God’s Kingdom.  St Christopher has a 

beautiful campus and gardens.  Your vestry continues to pray, discern and discuss the best use 

of our resources especially in light of our successful work to decrease the deficit and make our 

vision to expand real. 

 

This is what God tries to point out to us all of the time.  We are blessed here at St Christopher, 

in this city, state, nation and world with an abundance of resources; Fruits of the Earth and 

Fruits of the Spirit.  All we are asked to do is share them generously.  God calls us to share our 

time, talent and treasure with those who need it: with our church, family, friends, community, 

and yes, even the stranger. 

Does all of this have a name?  Yes:  Good Stewardship .     As we move into our 

stewardship campaign and program this fall consider how God is calling you to give generously 

of your own fruits of the earth and fruits of the spirit.  Your time, talent and treasure is 

invaluable.  It is what holds this parish together and allows it to offer so many gifts and 

blessings to each other and to the wider community. 

 

May God bless you and may we continue to give generously and have a great program year!   

Reverend Melissa Remington 

 

“Remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive”.  

Acts 20:35 



STEWARDSHIP FUN NITE-LET”S PLAY BINGO 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

  Your Stewardship Committee is busy planning for Fall activities. A fun night with a bin-
go theme will be held on September 14, 2016 at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Stewardship 
discussions will be included and finger foods and snacks will be available. It’s going to be 

a great time of fun and fellowship! 

  The Committee is grateful to those who have taken the time during the services in re-
cent weeks to share their own personal stewardship insights and stories.  All have been 
thought-provoking, inspiring, and wonderful examples of how St. Christopher and its 
community have made an impact on their lives. They have provided a powerful reminder 
of how important it is for all of us to give of our time, talent, and treasure to our church 

home.   

  Please watch your mailboxes for the Fall mailing from the Stewardship Committee in-
cluding pledge cards for the upcoming year.  Feel free to contact any of the members of 
the committee (Preston Browning, Cyron Lawson, Bill Pile or Lanette Anderson) or Pastor 

Melissa with any questions.   

 

All Aboard the 
St. Christopher – 

A Christ-Bearing Vessel 

 
  

Please Join Us For 
   Stewardship BINGO Night & Dinner 

Celebrating Our Christian Mission 
together for 2016 

  Wednesday, September 14  – 6:00 p.m. 
              Parish Hall 

 

Kindly R.S.V.P with 
number attending 
 by September 11th

 

     304-342-3272 
  
 

 
      



In Worship for the Glory of God and God’s House 

 

From Your Senior Warden:  Dr. John L Fuller                                  

Greetings:  

  The summer is swiftly coming to a close as we begin to welcome the fall season. We look forward 

to getting back in full swing with our varied activities: Sunday school, Edgewood Elementary men-
toring/touring program, Paul Laurence Dunbar Community Center mentoring/support and 
providing back-pack and food for students. We continue be effective partners with support minis-

tries for the West Side offering positive contributions to the community. 

  This summer we completed a very successful Summer Day Camp and participated in the inaugu-

ral tennis lessons for West Side youth — partnering with the Charleston YMCA. 

  The Vestry continued to monitor the budget and we’ve seen very encouraging improvement in 

cutting expenses and continue to seek improvement in the control of expenses.  

  We also continue our efforts to increase our income. In that regard we encourage everyone to 

join together for the Stewardship Fun Nite-Bingo Nite on September 14 in the parish hall. 

  The Vestry continues it’s gathering of data and information regarding the Barnabas House. When 
all the data and information is complete the Vestry will discern with the input of the St. Christo-

pher family the fate of the Barnabas House. It is important to the Vestry to have as much con-

structive conversation as possible on this matter. We pray for guidance as we look toward 

the future of our beloved church. 

John L. Fuller, Sr., Ph.D. 

Senior Warden 



Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them;” 

Matthew 19:15.  
 

St. Christopher Children and Youth Ministries 

Photo Highlights from Summer Day Camp 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 11th 

for the 10:30 a.m. service.    

JOIN us for breakfast at 9:15 a.m., registration 
and our first classes for the fall program year.  

Thank-you to all of our volunteer teachers 

who make this program possible  



  The Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program 
team is looking forward to another year with students 
from Edgewood Elementary School who need tutoring. As 
we await the principal and assistant principal to assign 
students to us, we are preparing the classroom and get-

ting our volunteers on deck. 

  If you like working with children who are sometimes dif-
ficult, please volunteer. We will assess the children and 
provide suitable materials for tutoring.  We also need van 

drivers and volunteers to fix snacks for the children. 

  Our After School Enrichment Program is named after 
the late parishioner Mary C. Snow, the highly respected and pioneering educator who had 

been a member of St. James and St. Christopher.   

 

Juanita Cook and Marcia Van Hook, Co-directors 

Kids progressed with Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program  

 

 
 

NEW PROGRAM:   WEEKEND BACKPACKS for children in need of meals. 
 

   We are starting an exciting new outreach ministry at St. Christopher’s this fall that will 
provide weekend food for kids in need.  Every week, our backpack committee will purchase 
non-perishable, easy to prepare foods, pack the food in backpacks, and deliver to Mary C. 
Snow Elementary School.  The backpacks will be given to the neediest of children on 

Friday and returned (empty!) to school on Monday to be refilled. 

   Valuable guidance has been provided by the leaders of St. Matthew’s backpack 

committee, and we are currently awaiting agency approval by the Mountaineer Food  

Bank before officially starting the program.  Monetary and food donations have already 

been received, and we are hoping to involve the youth of St. Christopher’s. 

   Mary C. Snow’s principal estimates that there are 250 students who could benefit from 
this program in her school alone.  Once Mountaineer Food Bank agency approval has been 
received, we will have a  much better idea of how many of these students we can help.  The 
long term goal of St. Matthew’s is to involve many Kanawha Valley churches and provide 

weekend backpacks for all needy kids. 

   If you would like to send a monetary donation or volunteer to transport backpacks to 
school, shop, or fill backpacks, please contact me!  Any and all help will be greatly 

appreciated! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Skaff        304-389-2903 

nanskaff@hotmail.com  

St. Christopher’s West Side ministries 

mailto:nanskaff@hotmail.com


 

The Fellowship Committee continues to help all of us participate and 
help with the Sunday lunch. Fellowship continues to coordinate spe-
cial events and is always looking for new members. Thanks to all of 
you who have brought food and stayed to help clean up the dishes, 

kitchen and tables afterward. 

ALL HANDS ON DECK when it is your turn 

 

 

Remember this monthly schedule to bring a dish to share:   

1st Sunday: Everyone except Vestry & Choir 

2nd Sunday: Folks with last names beginning A thru J 

3rd Sunday: Vestry and half the choir 

4th Sunday: Folks with last names beginning K thru Z 

5th Sunday: Men (thank-you too!) 

We look forward to starting the Fall season with a brunch between services on Sept. 11 when 

the full Sunday School program begins.      

Fellowship Committee = fun and good food  

Fall 2016 Issue Page 7 

BIBLE STUDY Beginning Thursday October 13th 

  Join us for BIBLE STUDY every Thursday evening from October 13th 
through November 17. This year’s bible study will be led by Mr 
Greg Pennington, who recently earned a general Masters of Divinity  

degree.  

 We will be reading and discussing the Book of Ephesians.   

Emergency Management Team leads first evacuation drill 

  The congregation of St. Christopher conducted its first emergency building evacuation drill on Sunday, Au-

gust 14 during both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  

  The purpose of the drill was to prepare and educate parishioners on how to safely and orderly evacuate in 

event of an emergency, test the emergency evacuation plan and learn from the drill and make improvements to 

assure the safety of parishioners and visitors in the event of a real emergency. 

  At the conclusion of each service, the Safety Officer for the day announced the drill. The scenario was a fire 

in the kitchen, with heavy smoke coming into the sanctuary. Everyone in the sanctuary evacuated through the 

emergency exit doors in the sacristy and furnace room .  

  Simultaneously, the Sunday School nursery area was evacuated by the attendants out the Campbell Hall 

back door. Parishioners gathered in the church back yard until the safety officer gave the all clear to return.      

  Thanks to all the parishioners for a calm, safe and orderly evacuation. The Emergency Management Team is 

making slight updates to its evacuation plan based on what was learned. Anyone interested in joining the 

Emergency Management team, please contact Kelly Merritt.  

 

Kelly Merritt, Emergency Management team chair  



From Finance: Membership is growing, now for pledges ... 

Financial Picture Update 

 

GOOD JOB ST. CHRISTOPHER! A big thank you needs to go out to the 
folks who have given their personal giving testimonials. They have appar-
ently have had a very positive effect on St. Christopher’s financial pic-
ture. Through the first seven months of 2016 our overall income is over 
budget 12 percent. Just as amazing is the fact our pledged income is at 
105% of the budgeted amount. Non-Pledge giving and plate offerings are 
over the expected budgeted amount also. 

While giving thanks for this good news, also give thanks for your 
vestry and leadership who are watching the purse strings. Through the 
end of July our expenses are below budget approximately 6 percent. The 
vestry has also found new ways of creating revenue through additional 
uses of our properties. 

With all this said we are still operating with a deficit budget. Howev-
er this vessel we call St. Christopher is heading in the right direction. So 
far this year we have only taken approximately 50 person of what we 
projected we would need from our investment account. So stay on 
course St. Christopher and stay committed to the hard work you have 
shown so far.  

Ron King 

Chairman 

Finance Committee 



   The Communications Committee works to get information to church members and 

the West Side Community about our events and outreach.  

   The website and Facebook page are updated weekly with calendar of events and 
weekly Sunday readings.  Our website, http://stchristopherwv.com, has a tab for “St. 
Christopher in the News” and for sermons. Whether you missed a sermon or want to 

hear it again, you can listen from our website. Send the link to friends and family too.  

   Please “like” the St Christopher Episcopal Facebook page and share interesting posts. 

The more we share, the more we can grow and nurture our church family.   

  The Communications Committee sponsors a bi-monthly newspaper advertisement 

that has attracted new members, and is working on an automated telephone calling 

program to notify all members of big events. 

Submitted by Kelly Merritt  

‘Like’ us on Facebook; check out the website: Stchristopherwv.com  

More Fun At St. Christopher 

Malyka Knapp Smith 
and Nancy Skaff having 

a blast with  the chil-
dren at Summer day 
Camp 

YMCA Tennis anyone?  Thank-you to Dr John Fuller and 
all of our volunteers.  Thank-you to Dr. Bill and Elsie 
Carter for directing this program of providing lunch and 

drinks for the students 

More fun at Summer Day Camp:  Left, Elaine Chiles, 
Pastor Melissa, and Gail Higgins taking a much needed 
break after  a long day at camp.  Right:  Health class 

http://stchristopherwv.com


 The current Facilities Assessment Team Members are; Pastor Melissa 
Remington, Senior Wardens- Dr. John Fuller, Junior Warden –Eric Ghiz, 
Rock Bridges, Paco Cuadra, Mike Anderson, Wynn Young,  Jay Fuller, John 

Yeary, Bill Pile, and Lloyd Miller. Marcia Van Hook is our Garden Guru. Each 
member has been assigned an area of the building or grounds to be their re-
sponsibility. Please inquire where you can help.  
Other than continued maintenance on the grounds the Facilities Assessment 
Team has been busy assessing the Barnabas House in order to prepare it for 
the future.  Costs for repairs and recommendations for clean up and organi-
zation will be gathered. This summer the Barnabas House has been used as 
an Air B & B housing FEMA workers performing flood relief work and others.  

 

Lloyd Miller, Chair of F.A.T 

 

Letter from one of our Members:    

Dear Christian Friends, 

I have a friend, Dorothy King who is a member of Canaan Methodist church 
here on the West Side.  Last Sunday her Sunday school class decided to say 
a one-minute prayer at 9 p.m. each night to pray for our country.  She sent 
me a copy of their prayer and I share it with you all and hope you might join 
us in saying this prayer.  This prayer will be available in the Narthex if you 

wish to pick a copy of it up.  Pray for our country. 

Helen Purdy 

 

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage:  

We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do 
thy will.  Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, 
discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion 
into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the 
spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be jus-
tice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the 
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   

Book of Common Prayer pg. 820 

From your Facilities Assessment Team 



ST. CHRISTOPHER – SUMMER CALENDAR 

  SEPTEMBER 2016 

Sun 4th Holy Eucharist 1 & II   8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 5th HOLIDAY FOR LABOR DAY    

Tues 76h Altar Guild meets at 5 PM-CHOIR BEGINS at 6 PM 5 & 6 PM Clsrm1/rescenter 

Wed 7th OUTREACH COMMITTEEE 6:30 PM Classroom 1 

Sun 11th 
Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS with Breakfast 

8:00 &10:30 AM 

 

Main Sanctuary 

 

Tues 13th CHOIR 6 PM ResourceCenter 

Wed 14th BINGO NIGHT  Stewardship with dinner 6 PM Parish Hall 

Fri 16th YOUTH  MOVIE NIGHT 6 PM Skaffs house 

Sun 18th Holy Eucharist 1 & II   8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 19th F.A.T. 6:30 PM Clsrm 1 

Wed 21 VESTRY MEETING 6:30 PM Parish hall 

Sun 25 Holy Eucharist 1 & II   (Sonya Armstrong slide show 12:00 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

  Pastor Melissa away on CE week of 26th– Oct 3   

 OCTOBER  2016  first  two weeks     HIGHLIGHTS COMING UP IN THE FALL 

Sun 2rd Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 3th Worship Meeting 6:30 PM Clsrm 1 

Tues 4h CHOIR 6:00 PM Resource center 

Sun  9 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Tues 11 CHOIR 6:00 PM Resource center 

Wed 12 VESTRY MEETING 6:30 PM Parish Hall 

Thurs 13 BIBLE STUDY 6:30 PM Clsrm 1 

Sun  16 Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

  HIGHLIGHTS  IN NOVEMBER   

Sun Nov 13 STEWARDSHIP INGATHERING  SUNDAY 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Fri/Sat 27-28th Episcopal Diocesan Convention –Morgantown 
9 am—NOON 

Sat 
Riverfront hotel 

Thurs/ 24-25 Thanksgiving HOLIDAY   

Sun 27 
Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services  

ADVENT 1 
8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 



St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

821 Edgewood Dr. 

Charleston, WV 25302 

 

 

Church Office:  304-342-3272 Rector’s Office:  304-342-3422 
Church Fax:  

304-342-2382 

Church E-mail:  info@stchristopherwv.com 
Church Website: 

www.stchristopherwv.com 

Church Administrator’s Email: stchristopheradmin@stchristopherwv.com 

The Right Reverend W. Michie Klusmeyer, Bishop 

The Reverend Melissa Remington, Rector 

Fr. Gil Watkins, Associate Retired Minister 

Dr. John L. Fuller, Senior Warden 

Mr. Eric Ghiz, Junior Warden 

Dr. Michael Anderson, Treasurer 

Mr. Fred Chiles, Minister of Music 

 Megan Pennington, Sunday School Director 

Sarah Anderson & Brooklyn Bird, Nursery Care Attendants 

mailto:info@stchristopherwv.com
http://www.stchristopherwv.com/
mailto:stchristopheradmin@stchristopherwv.com

