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The St. Christopher Summer Day Camp was a success in mind, body and spirit. The Monday through Fri-

day camp July 13 through 17 witnessed the presence of the Holy Spirit in the many volunteers and 40-

something children attending. 

This outreach to the community, conducted for the 10th straight year, included instruction in music, art, 

wellness, writing, anti-bullying, science, woodworking, math, scrapbooking, religion and faith. Students 

were divided into groups of six-to-eight year olds, nine-to-12 year olds, and student counselors aged 12 to 

16. The camp was truly generational, since participants ranged from students aged six to volunteers aged 

90. 

Morning devotions began each day with Pastor Melissa, followed by two periods of academic instruction, 

then lunch. Afternoons consisted of more instruction or swimming.  

Caring was the theme, and campers heard from Corporal Errol Randle  and Corporal Robert Brown of the 

Charleston Police Department about the positive ways the police force protects citizens.  

On Friday, the campers visited Heritage Farm Museum in Huntington and enjoyed the Hurricane Wave 

Pool. The camp concluded Friday evening with an awards ceremony and fellowship dinner for the camp-

ers, their families and camp volunteers. 

“The camp was a great example of how the St. Christopher congregation works to create a positive, car-

ing, inclusive atmosphere for kids,” said Pastor Melissa Remington. “We are so blessed that many chil-

dren, regardless of where they go to church, participated in our camp and learned lessons of love, caring 

and community and the Lord.” 

 

Check out the scrap book in the Parish Hall for highlights. Thanks to all church members and volunteers 

who made the Summer Day Camp a success. 

 

Co-Directors, 

Sonya Armstrong and Malyka Knapp-Smith  

 

 

 

10th Summer Day Camp is a great success 
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Greetings from Pastor Melissa,    Fall 2015 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer with opportunities to go on 
vacation, enjoy friends and family and rest awhile.  We had several 
scripture lessons recently on the importance of retreating from our 
busy lives to rest, play, and pray.  One of my favorite passages about 

this is from the Gospel of Mark:  

 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had 
done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all 
by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and 

they had no leisure even to eat.  Mark 6: 30-31 

 

My prayer is for all of us to keep this in mind as we begin the new program year.  School, 
college, sports and various recreational afterschool activities have already started up in 
addition to our already busy lives.  It is during these times that we need to remember the 
message from Mark 6: 30-31. Don’t forget the importance of taking time out to go to 
church and be with your community of faith. Parents, please remember that statistics 

show that children who are raised with regular church and Sunday school attendance 

have a stronger foundation in handling the challenges they face in life. 

 

We offer Sunday school and nursery care at our 10:30 a.m. service. Nursery care is also 

available at 8 a.m. services.   This year we have several youth old enough to participate in 
our confirmation class starting mid September.  The Bishop plans to confirm students 

next Easter Sunday 2016! 

 

Take time this year to include regular church attendance, rest awhile, and gather around 
your dinner table for a meal; sharing stories, joy and laughter with each other.  The work 
will always be there, but perhaps, not the opportunities to enjoy our God-given lives 

together and for one another. 

 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. Colossians 3:15-16b, 17 

May you have a blessed and balanced fall season!   

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Melissa 



We can hardly believe that the summer is coming to a close and school is beginning again 

not just for our academic schools, but, for our St Christopher Sunday school too.   

We are excited to offer Sunday School beginning September 13, at the 10:30 a.m. service 

thanks to our volunteer teachers and our new Sunday School Coordinator, Megan Pen-

nington. 

Nursery Care is also provided every Sunday morning for both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
services. Children are invited to come to the front of the sanctuary every Sunday morning 
after The Peace to share in God’s Word with Poppy King or Pastor Melissa during the 

treasure box time.  

Sunday School Starts September 13 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS begins this September 

St. Christopher Episcopal Church is very excited to offer a youth confirmation class this 
fall. We have several students who are eligible for confirmation next spring upon taking 
this class.  Bishop Michael Klusmeyer is scheduled to be at St. Christopher Easter Sun-

day 2016 to confirm them. 

 

Class will be mid-September through mid-December 2015 on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 -7:45 p.m. Students will have the opportunity to attend confirmation class, work on 
an outreach project, plan fun events together, and finally help plan and participate in 

one of our Christmas Eve Worship Services. 

 

A special thank-you to Greg Pennington, (one of our newer members and who has a de-
gree in Biblical studies) who has agreed to help Reverend Melissa Remington teach the 
classes. Please be sure to welcome Greg, his wife Megan and children Gabriel and Owen 

when you get a chance! 



From Your Senior Warden                                     

 

Hi... Spring and Summer have sprung, the sun is shining, the flowers are blooming and the bees are 

buzzing.  To me, this accurately describes the life at St. Christopher Episcopal Church.  So many 

good things are happening at our church that it would take two newsletters to report all of them.  The 

ministry of our church is blooming.  Our "bees" are very active in their ministry to all of us.  The 

work of our "bees" has opened to us a world of need in our community and we are reaching out in 

many areas to help with some of the needs.  Who knows where that will lead us in the months and 

years to come.  Please pray that we continue to answer God's call wherever it will lead us. 

  

Bill Pile, Jr. 

In Worship for the Glory of God and God’s House 



 

At the congregational meeting in January, the Finance Committee presented three goals St. Chris-
topher needs to work on.  
 

1) Increase the number of pledges,  

2) Increase the dollar amount pledged,   
3) Increase the percentage of pledges received. 

 
Achieving these goals will make the church less dependent on its investment account.  
 

The committee is pleased to report we are doing well. We have 13 more pledges this year than we 

did last year. The amount pledged is up 10 percent over last year.  
 
Finally at the end of June, St. Christopher had received 96 percent of the amount pledged. This is 
an increase from 81 percent received at the same time last year.  

 
Some additional good news is overall our income through June is up almost $10,000 over last 
year and our expenses are down over $14,000 for the same time period. These numbers are good 
and encouraging and we should give thanks.  
 

However St. Christopher, operating with a $34,000 deficit through June, still has work to do. Yes 
the number of pledges is up, but they are the same as in January.  
 
Over the past few months we have seen an increase in families starting to worship with us. Our 
hope is they may prayerfully consider making a financial commitment to St. Christopher and its 

ministries. While pledges are up by 10% we still need to increase the amount pledged by 15% for each of 

the three to five year goal for balancing the budget.  
 
This will take work by everyone, those who already pledge and those who have not yet made that 
commitment. The percentage of pledges received is right on goal, but this must be maintained for 
each of the three to five years we have for our plan. Then the hope is that at that time this per-
centage will be the norm. This will be a regular part of our lives, to have all of us committed to the 

work we do as the family called St. Christopher. Ron King, Chair 

The Fellowship Committee organized a picnic on church 

grounds to start the Summer season.  

 

Fellowship continues to coordinate the meals after the 

10:30 service. Thanks to all of you who have brought 

food and stayed to help clean up the dishes, kitchen and 

tables afterward. 

 

We look forward to starting the Fall season with a 
brunch between services on Sept. 13 when the 
full Sunday School program begins.   
   Tish Lawson, Chair 

Fellowship Committee update 

Finance Committee mid-year update 
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Let’s Play Bridge! 
 

Join us every third Wednesday of the 

month to play bridge from 3 PM—6 

PM at the Barnabas House. 

If you are interested please call Jackie 

Hunt at (304)-768-5657 



The Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program team has begun planning for our after-
school  program for Edgewood Elementary students beginning October 6.  Last school year, the 

program was able to offer one-on-one tutoring for five students on Tuesday and Thursday after-
noons. We picked up the students from Edgewood Elementary in the church van, fed them, tu-
tored them and provided enrichment. These students were academically deficient and we saw good 
progress in their reading and math fluency. We hope to continue to provide opportunities for pro-

gress this coming year, perhaps with the same students plus some others. 

 

If you like working with children who are sometimes difficult, please volunteer. We will assess the 
children and provide suitable materials for tutoring.  We also need van drivers and volunteers to 

fix snacks for the children. 

 

We had an excellent group of volunteers last year and hopefully they will all return.  We anticipate 
more children this year and will need extra help.  Working with these children and making a differ-

ence in their academic outlook is rewarding and a worthwhile outreach project. 

 

Our After School Enrichment Program is named after the late parishioner Mary C. Snow, the high-

ly respected and pioneering educator who had been a member of St. James and St. Christopher.   

Juanita Cook and Lauretha Kellum, Co-directors 

Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program  

The July 26, 2015 Sunday Gazette Mail had a good story about what was happening this summer 
at the Paul Lawrence Dunbar Neighborhood Center. Headlined, "A Welcome Respite," the article 

described the basketball activities of the Second Avenue Summer League. Find the article at 
www.wvgazettemail.com, then search “A Welcome Respite.”  
 
Now school is back in session for all of Kanawha County and Dunbar Center volunteers provide 
weeknight help with homework after school and dinner.  

 
To assist in starting the school year off right, St. Christopher has donated $200 on a Sam's Card 
so food for the children may be purchased and prepared by the helpers there. This was the second 
such contribution by St. Christopher due to generous giving from our own parishioners as well as 
others. We thank you every one. 

 
We cheerfully welcome assistance. Starting in September, a team from St. Christopher will prepare 
one of the dinners to give a rest to the hard working Neighborhood Center women who normally do 
the cooking. We hope to provide a dinner each month through May 2016. Some parishioners may 
prefer to help with a bag of snacks for the weekend. Simply bring 40 snacks and leave them in the 

kitchen on the right hand wall. They will be appreciated and put together with other snacks when 
we have at least four varieties to bag up. 
 
Please direct questions or comments to Mike Anderson, Elaine Chiles or Deborah Rodecker. 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar Neighborhood Center update 

St. Christopher’s West Side ministries 

http://www.wvgazettemail.com/article/20150725/GZ02/150729614


Have you checked out the St. Christopher web site lately at www.stchristopherwv.com?
Have you ‘Liked’ the ‘St. Christopher Episcopal’ Facebook page? Be sure to do both to see 

the latest updates about the church from the Communications Committee. 

 

On the website, you’ll find fresher information on the home page, updated photos on the 
Gallery tab, and audio versions of some of Pastor Melissa’s sermons on the Sermons tab. 
This will allow you to listen to a sermon again at your convenience, or catch a sermon you 

might have missed. 

 

The Facebook page provides fun updates about happenings at and about the church. 

Also,  church directories are available and have been distributed.  If you didn’t get one, 

call the church office.    Kelly Merritt, Chair 

Communications Committee update 

More Fun At St Christopher 

Rummage Sale 

Saturday Morning Get together Drug intervention program 

Celebration of New Ministry April 2015 
Chris Dew’s H.S.  

Graduation Party 

Fellowship Events:  Stewardship Fun Nite 



ST. CHRISTOPHER – FALL CALENDAR 

  

SEPTEMBER 2015 

Sun 6th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 7th Labor Day – Church Offices Closed     

Tues 8th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 9th Vestry Meeting 6:30 PM Parish Hall 

Sat 12th Creative Scrapbooking 
9:00 AM – 5:00 

PM 
Parish Hall 

Sun 13th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Sun 13th 
Sunday School Start-up Breakfast, Registration 

& Commission of Teachers 
Between Services Parish Hall 

Mon 14th Worship Planning Meeting 6:30 PM New Classroom 

Tues 15th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 16th Confirmation Class (6:00 Dinner Available) 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall 

Wed 16th Bridge Group 3:00-6:00 PM Barnabas House 

Sun 20th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 21ST F.A.T. (Facilities Assessment Team) Meeting 6:30 PM 
New Class-

room 

Tues 22nd Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 23rd Finance Committee Meeting 6:30 PM New Classroom 

Sun 27th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Tues 29th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 30th Confirmation Class (6:00 Dinner Available) 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall 

  

OCT0BER 2015 

Sun 4th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 5th Worship Planning Meeting 6:30 PM New Classroom 

Tues 6th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 7th Confirmation Class (6:00 Dinner Available) 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall 

Sat 10th Creative Scrapbooking 9:00 AM – 5:00 Parish Hall 

Sun 11th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Tues 13th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 14th Vestry Meeting 6:30 PM Parish Hall 

Wed 14th Confirmation Class (6:00 Dinner Available) 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall 

Sun 18th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 19th F.A.T. (Facilities Assessment Team) Meeting 6:30 PM New Class-

Tues 20th Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM Resource Center 

Wed 21st Confirmation Class (6:00 Dinner Available) 6:30-7:45 PM Parish Hall 

Wed 21st Bridge Group 3:00-6:00 PM Barnabas House 

Fri-

Sun 

23rd – 

25th 
Episcopal  Diocese of WV Convention – Pipestem, WV     


