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across an obstacle by as-
sembling a rope bridge, get
the team across it, and then
disassemble it before time
is called. Riverside finished
ninth in this competition.

The team concluded the
competition seven points
ahead of its nearest compet-
itor. This accomplishment
made the Riverside High
School JROTC the first West
Virginia school to ever win a

regional event and the second
consecutive year it qualified
for the national competition
in November.

“Last year, the RHS team
finished in second place and
had higher expectations for
this year, especially after the
team finished in third place at
the National Raider compe-
tition on the 5km run last
November. The best surprise
was finding out that Mat-
thew Martin and Tyler Ford
tied for the top cadets, with
Matthew winning a very close
tie-breaker,” said RHS team
instructor SFC (R) Ken Butler.
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who had committed verbal-
ly to attend and compete
included:

• Gib’s Barbeque
• Rollin’ Smoke BBQ
• Ridge View BBQ
• Mountain Que
• Dem 2 Brothers and a

Grill
• Blues BBQ
• Big Joe’s.
Live entertainment will

enhance the experience
Saturday, as well, with music
performed at Magic Island by
artists such as Pantry, Knock-
in’ Spirits, Your Lucky Stars,
GrooveHeavy and Big Jer
and His Rockin’ Mandolin.

Charley West BBQ Fest will
double as a fundraiser for the
Bob Burdette Center, located
at Emmanuel Baptist Church
on West Washington Street
in Charleston. The center’s
weekday after-school pro-
gram serves 120 kinder-
garten through high school
students who live or attend
school on the West Side.

To learn more about how
to enter Saturday’s backyard
barbecue competition, visit
www.charleywestbbqfest.
com.
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the Paul Lawrence Dunbar
Neighborhood Center in
Charleston, to the Seneca
Rocks Center. April 30 was
Discover Nature Day at the
Pendleton County site, where
Monongahela National Forest
and conservation partners
such as Trout Unlimited, The
Nature Conservancy and oth-
er organizations pooled their
resources and staff to create
opportunities for children to
experience nature.

St. Christopher Episcopal
volunteer Mike Anderson, of
South Charleston, led the local
excursion to Seneca Rocks. He
and his wife, Lanette, drove
some of the children in the St.
Christopher Episcopal Church
van and others were transport-
ed by counselors from the Paul
Lawrence Dunbar Neighbor-
hood Center, which is located
near Mary C. Snow West Side
Elementary School.

“Some of the kids had never
seen a cow before the drive
up,” Anderson said. “They had
never seen a trout stream and
never got to experience the
beauty of nature like they did
on this field trip.

“We have had many meals
with them, and some parishio-
ners have done tutoring at the
center, but, to the best of my
knowledge, this was our first
field trip.

“It was a very hands-on
event. The very first event the
kids participated in was a gar-
lic mustard pull. I had experi-
ence, doing that at the Canaan
Valley refuge the week before,
so I was telling them about it
and passed a sample around
while we were driving up in the
van.

“We pulled a great big
garbage bagful, and all of the
groups pulled about 30 or 40
bags full of garlic mustard, so
they learned about an invasive
species,” Anderson said.

Following lunch, the children
got up-close views of red-tailed
hawks, owls and other injured
birds of prey displayed by the
West Virginia Raptor Rehabil-
itation Center representatives.
“The kids really enjoyed that,”
Anderson said. “The birds were
being trained to return to the
wild or those that were too
injured to return to the wild are
given a home at the center.”

After the children’s avi-
an encounter, “a gentleman
talked about all of the differ-
ent species of snakes in West
Virginia,” Anderson said. “He
had a timber rattlesnake and a
copperhead, which, of course,
he kept at a safe distance.
When he got to the nonpoison-
ous snakes, he’d carry them
around the room and let the
kids hold or touch them or put
them around their necks.

“After the presentations,
in both cases for these two
events,” he said, “the kids
stayed and went up front and
asked questions. They were
very inquisitive and asked
some very good questions.
They were very interested in
learning about these things
they had never seen before.”

Trout Unlimited officials
showed the day-trippers a tow-
er of water, too. “It’s a working
display that shows when water
runoffs happen and how trees
and rocks have an impact on
the flow of the stream.”

The children also learned
about water and the environ-
ment from representatives of
the West Virginia Division of
Environmental Protection’s
Save Our Streams program.
“The kids really loved it,”
Anderson said. “Glenn Nelson
[of Save Our Streams] came
to the [Dunbar Neighborhood]
center before this event as a
kind of a teaser; he brought the
macroinvertebrates that trout
feed on.

“They were able to look at
different species of fish, such
as the native brook trout. They
were also taught how import-
ant it is to conserve clean, fresh

water.
“Another exhibit taught them

how to tie flies for fly fishing.
“They also had a simulated

bat cave set up. Kids could don
helmets with flashlights -- or
spelunking gear, so to speak
-- and crawl back into the bat
cave to learn about bats in our
state.”

The children also received
small, red spruce and black
walnut trees to take home and
plant, along with seed packets
of flowers that are specifically
good for attracting honeybees,
he said.

Anderson said the excur-
sion’s overwhelming success
has prompted more calls of --
and to -- the wild.

“We’re definitely planning
another trip next year. We also
want to do some more field
trips in the future to other
areas of the state, to see more
of what the state has to offer,”
Anderson said.

Located at 821 Edgewood
Drive in Charleston, St.
Christopher Episcopal Church
serves the community through
a variety of outreach programs.
As well as supporting the Paul
Lawrence Dunbar Center on
the West Side, the church con-
ducts an after-school tutoring
program for students at nearby
Edgewood Elementary School

and holds an annual summer
day camp. The next summer
day camp will be held July 18
through July 22.

For more information, go
to www.stchristopherwv.com.
Registration forms for the sum-
mer camp are available on the
website under “Community.”
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On April 20 in Charleston,
the West Virginia Board of
Education recognized River-
side High School and other
winning teams in the state’s
first-ever sanctioned JROTC
championship events.

The three events included
Raider Challenge, Drill and
Marksmanship.

Teams were introduced
by Dr. Kathy D’Antoni,
Chief Career and Technical
Education Officer at the
West Virginia Department of
Education.

“We are always honored to
recognize students who go
above and beyond, and these
JROTC students exemplify
exactly what that means.
The level of commitment
that it takes to participate in
these programs, and to win
these challenges, is admira-
ble,” said Board President
Mike Green in a media
release. “The board thanks
these students for their ser-
vice and congratulates them
on advancing to the national
level.”

The Raider Challenge
Chief’s Cup was awarded
to Riverside High School in
Belle. Raider Challenge is
a team event, which places
cadets in physically de-
manding situations, which
requires them to work as a
team to successfully triumph
as the champion. These
events include distance
running, obstacle courses,
personal fitness and strength

tests, rescue and first aid
situations, as well as having
to construct and navigate a
rope bridge.

The Drill Chief’s Cup was
captured by Spring Val-
ley High School. Drill is a
marching unit that performs
routines based on military
drill. These teams spend
countless hours perfecting
their proficiency and exe-
cution in preparation for
competition events.

The Marksmanship
Chief’s Cup was won by
Wayne High School. Marks-
manship is a team event
modeled after Olympic-style
shooting and allows the use
of specialized target rifles
and equipment. JROTC
Marksmanship tests the ca-
dets’ visual acuity, coordina-
tion, and control of normal
bodily functions such as
breathing, relaxation and
sight. A cadet must pass an
extensive safety course on
the proper handling of fire-
arms, the components and
function of firearms and be
able to demonstrate range
safety rules.

“Previously, these talented
students have had to go to
other states in order to com-
pete at this level, so we’re so
excited to finally be able to
give them the opportunity
to compete here in West Vir-
ginia,” D’Antoni said. “Now,
they get to represent West
Virginia at the national level.
We couldn’t be more proud.”

State BOE honors
Riverside High
JROTC champions

Gyro lovers, rejoice -- you can
eat gyros, just for one day.

And complement them with a
sweet dessert finish of baklava.

St. John Greek Orthodox
Church will launch a new,
spring season food event, the
inaugural My Big Fat Gyro and
Baklava Sale, later this week.

The sale will happen from
noon to 7 p.m. Saturday, May 14
at the church, 3512 MacCorkle
Ave., S.E., in Kanawha City,
between the 35th Street Bridge
and I-64 West entrance bridge.

The My Big Fat Gyro and
Baklava Sale will replace the
church’s presence at the Van-
dalia Festival, where it hosted
a food booth for 30-plus years
until 2015.

“Last year, we decided to take

a much-needed break from the
all the time-consuming prepara-
tions necessary to do the event,
and the response we received
regarding our absence was
surprising, and quite frankly,
overwhelming,” said spokesper-
son Mike Birurakis in a media
release. “People really missed
getting their St. John’s gyros
and baklava, so we decided to
gear back up and do our own
one-day, mini-Greek festival
at our church instead, where

you’ll be able to dine inside in
air-conditioned comfort to lively
Greek music or enjoy your meal
outside in the church courtyard,
weather permitting.”

Visitors will find plentiful free
parking adjacent to the church.

The menu will consist of
many of the staples St. John’s
previously offered at Vandalia:
lamb/beef; chicken or vegetar-
ian gyros; classic Greek salad;
zesty, preservative-free Greek-
style hummus; and rich, savory
Baklava dessert pastry. Bever-
ages will include bottled water
and a selection of sodas, along
with beer and wine choices for
adults.

A special treat awaits those
who are enthusiasts of obscure
imported beers. Making its de-

but in this area will be Mythos
Beer: an authentic, Greek-
brewed pale lager.

For decades, some of the
best homemade ethnic food
has always been found at St.
John events and the My Big Fat
Gyro and Baklava Sale will be
no exception. Lovers of great
Greek food are warmly invited
to come attend the beginning of
what is sure to be a new, can’t-
miss food festival tradition in
the Kanawha Valley.

For more information about
the first-time My Big Fat Gyro
and Baklava Sale, contact Mike
Birurakis/Best of Crete at 304-
343-3292 or view details online
at www.stjohnwv.org/gyros and
www.facebook.com/stjohnwv.

KC Orthodox church hosting
‘Big, Fat Gyro & Baklava Sale’

‘Spamalot’
The Charleston Light Opera Guild will present the Mon-
ty Python-inspired musical stage comedy “Spamalot”
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays, May 13 and 20; 7:30 p.m. Satur-
days, May 14 and 21; and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 15, at the
Charleston Civic Center Little Theater. Tickets, $25 each,
can be purchased online at www.charlestonlightoperagu-
ild.org or at the Charleston Civic Center Little Theater
box office. Box office hours are 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and beginning one hour before each
performance. Courtesy photo by Brian Marrs
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Mountaineer
Pre-Owned Auto’s
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DEALS OF THE WEEK

www.mountaineerpreowned.com

W
LET YOUR JOB BE YOUR CREDIT.

304-949-6300
www.mountaineerpreowned.com

Good Credit Bad Credit No Credit At All
WE CAN HELP! EVERYONE IS APPROVED!

2004 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO

Down Payments as low as $800.00
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BUY HERE - PAY HERE. DEAL OF THE WEEK

For these vehicles and many more,
visit our website mountaineerpreowned.com

or visit us at 8105MacCorkleAve., S.E. Marmet, WV

2004 GMC ENVOY2005 CHEVORLET TRAILBLAZER

NOW OFFERING
FRONT END

ALIGNMENTS

ALSO OFFERING:
OIL CHANGES,

BRAKES & ROTORS
STATE INSPECTION

9131 MacCorkle Avenue S.E. • Marmet, WV

Nationwide Insurance and Financial Services
2 LOCATIONS

6281 Sissonville Dr. Suite A
(Between Dollar General & Pizza Hut)

Sissonville, WV 25312
Tel 304-984-3361

305 54th Street SE
Charleston WV 25304

Tel 304-925-3494

Kohler Insurance, Inc.
Debra D. Kohler, Principal Agent
Brad Kohler, Associate Agent

•

Bundle Your

Home and Auto

Insurance.
SAVE!

Call our offiCe for a
Home and auto insuranCe quote

Maverick
Gymnastics Club

3406 Chesterfield Avenue
Charleston, WV 25304

(304) 925-3004

Billy Bob Taylor

www.maverickgym.com

Register
Now For
Summer
Sign Ups!

We Do
Spyware &

Virus Removal
From Your Laptop

or Desktop.
Service and
Repair on

all brands –
24 hour

turnaround
in most cases.

Computer
Warehouse, Inc.

KANAWHA CITY
304-925-5596

5319 MacCorkle Ave. SE
Celebrating Our

25th Anniversary!


