
St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

 

We had a busy program year at St. Christopher and thank everyone for all of 
your time volunteering to make St. Christopher the loving community church 
that it is. Because of your generosity either volunteering your time or helping 

to finance various programs we were able to offer: 

 Sunday School Classes to our children and youth 

 Nursery Care for our youngest members 

 Van service to our members who need a ride to church 

 Inspiring worship with readers, assistants and a special thank-you to our 

choir and minister of music, Fred Chiles. 

 The Mary C. Snow After school tutoring program 

 Paul Laurence Dunbar Community Center: offering snacks, a monthly din-
ner, coats for Christmas, a mentor program on Monday evenings and most 

recently a field trip to Seneca Rocks  Nature Center (article inside) 

 Confirmation classes for several of our youth 

And these are just some of the highlights: This Summer we are planning a 
Fish Fry on June 18, our 11th annual Summer Day Camp July 18 — 22; as 
well as lunch for children on the West Side able to participate in the YMCA 

tennis camp . 

God Bless you all and thank-you for making St Christopher 

Episcopal a special place of worship, fellowship and outreach. 

Highlights of a Great Program Year 2015/2016 
with Many Thanks to All! 

821 Edgewood Drive, Charleston, WV 25302  
(304) 342-3272  

www.stchristopherwv.com 

Vision Statement 

A diverse family of faith, 
sharing in God’s love, 

participating in minis-

tries and inviting all. 
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From the Rector: May we do extraordinary works that are well pleasing in God’s sight 

Summer 2016 

 

“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do 

and, in fact, will do greater works than these, for I am going to the Father.”   

John: 14: 12 
 

Welcome to the season of Pentecost.  This season is the longest of 
the church year lasting from June until late November.  It is 
celebrated with the color of green.  Green symbolizes fertility, 
growth, and the richness of the Christian life.  Pentecost is also 
referred to as ordinary time.  Ordinary refers to the regular order of 
things.  Ordinary time for the Church year refers to a routine of 

regular worship and daily life; and yet, out of the ordinary sprouts the extraordinary. 

The season of Pentecost begins with the Day of Pentecost and the celebration of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church.  In the passage from Acts, (Acts 2:1-21) 
we hear about the powerful image of the Holy Spirit rushing in as a loud wind that fills the 
entire  place.  Next we have the image of fire in the shape of tongues resting on all who are 
gathered there.  In the midst of this powerful action they began to speak together in their 

diverse languages.  Again, there is the image of extraordinary activity. 

Jerusalem was a trading center.  People from all over the region including Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and Parts of Libya traveled into the city to trade and barter 
using many different languages.  Imagine them all gathering in this one dwelling place 
becoming unified by the Holy Spirit touching all of them in one fell swoop, pouring out 

God’s love and power to each and everyone.  And today the Holy Spirit continues to pour 

God’s love and power upon us if we will only be open to receiving it. 

This season get caught up in the extraordinary activity of your Church.  We had a 
great year in 2015 and 2016 with all of our efforts including but not limited to: 
confirmation of several of our youth and adults, welcoming the newly baptized and our 
West Side outreach ministries.  Your Vestry is in the midst of discerning the best actions 
to take with regard to our goal of church growth, decreasing the deficit and making a 

difference in our community here on the West Side of Charleston.   

As we work toward these goals may we take deep breaths of the Holy Spirit in letting 
the grace of God fill us with wisdom, energy, and courage. As we exhale the Holy Spirit out 
may we live our faith in extraordinary action that reflects the season of Pentecost: fertility, 
growth and richness.  May you know a rich Christian life full of the loving and healing 
presence of God.  May St. Christopher’s growth include the joyful sharing of the Good 

News of Jesus Christ throughout our congregation, community and world.   

May you be richly Blessed,    

Pastor Melissa Remington 
 



Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them;” Matthew 19:15.  
We, at St. Christopher, believe that programs for children that 
offer academic enrichment, life-coping skills, and spiritual health 
are a major part of what Jesus meant by this passage and a 
practical way to live into caring for our children.  

 

St. Christopher Children and Youth Ministries 

Bishop Mike Klusmeyer spends 

Holy Week and Easter Services  

at St. Christopher with Confirmations and Baptisms  



Summer at St C means Summer Day Camp 

 The annual St. Christopher Fish Fry will be Saturday, June 18, 
from Noon to 4 p.m. Proceeds from this fundraiser will support another 

annual event, the 2016 Summer Day Camp (see below). 

 But the annual fish fry is not just a good time, a good meal with 

good friends from a great church community; the fish fry is a “friend 

raiser” for St. Christopher Episcopal Church. Buy tickets for your 
friends and neighbors and invite them to join us for a delicious meal 

and a visit with our beautiful church grounds. 

 The fish fry, done by volunteers led by Mike Anderson, is a great 
opportunity to make friends and gain new members for the St. Christo-
pher community. Tickets are on sale by many congregational members 
during the Fellowship hour — just ask around — and of course, will be 

on sale the day of the Fish Fry. 

 Mark your calendar for June 18 and bring friends — hungry 

friends! 

St. Christopher Fish Fry Fund & Friend Raiser is June 18  

Let your shopping dollars add to the church 

 You buy groceries, right? And maybe you do other shopping online. Why not do both to 

supplement the income of St. Christopher Episcopal Church at no extra cost to you.  

 Both the Kroger Community Rewards Program and Amazon Smiles Program send mon-
ey to St. Christopher Church with every purchase you make when you register your account with 

the church. It’s easy, and automatic once you are registered.  

 Register your existing Kroger Plus card online at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. If 
you don’t have a Kroger Plus card, simply visit the store’s customer service desk. When you sign 

up, enter the NPO number for St. Christopher Episcopal: 83175. 

 For Amazon Smiles, simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and register, and choose St. 

Christopher Episcopal Church, Charleston, W.Va., as the charity.  

 Both programs provide cash rewards to our church that help us do more outreach in the 

community. It’s easy. Take a few moments to register today. 

 Our annual Summer Day Camp will be the week of July 18-22, 2016. This year’s theme is 

Nature’s Gifts to Us.  Many of our St. Christopher family members are working hard to give our 
neighborhood kids a week of educational experiences and fun times as well.  Campers will have 
classes in art, music, math, health, environment and writing. We will also coordinate a communi-
ty service activity in which the kids will create/complete something to give back to our communi-
ty. We are always looking for volunteers to help with aiding our presenters and chaperones for 

our trips to the pool and our Friday field trip.    

If you know any kids in your neighborhood who would enjoy a week with us, please pick up a 
registration form from the office or in the Narthex.  We also have tee shirts for sale.  Those order 

forms can also be found in the Narthex.  Our committee members are Marcia VanHook (co-chair), 
Malyka Knapp-Smith (co-chair), Lloyd Miller, Dr. John Fuller, Sonya Armstrong (yes, she’s calling 
in from across the world for the meetings), Lauretha Kellum, Fiauna Cardwell, Shirley Starkey, 

and Pastor Melissa.   



The Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program team had 
a great year.  We grew this year adding four more students for 

a total of nine.  We picked up the students from Edgewood El-
ementary in the church van, fed them, tutored them and pro-
vided enrichment. These students have been struggling aca-
demically and we saw excellent progress in their reading and 
math fluency. We hope to continue to provide opportunities for 

progress next year as we closed the program year this year 

with a cook out of hotdogs, chips and treats.   

THANK YOU to everyone who participated this year and made 

it possible! 

 

If you like working with children who are sometimes difficult, 
please volunteer. We will assess the children and provide suit-
able materials for tutoring.  We also need van drivers and vol-

unteers to fix snacks for the children. 

 

Our After School Enrichment Program is named after the late 
parishioner Mary C. Snow, the highly respected and pioneer-
ing educator who had been a member of St. James and St. 

Christopher.   

Juanita Cook and Marcia Van Hook, Co-directors 

Kids progressed with Mary C. Snow After School Enrichment Program  

 

St. Christopher members help keep Paul Laurence Dunbar  
Neighborhood Center kids fed  

 
The 2015-16 school year a number of St. Christopher people have provided a dinner for the Paul 

Laurence Neighborhood Center children once a month each month beginning in September and 
through May except in December. In December, instead of dinner, St. Christopher donated almost 
forty winter coats for the children at the Neighborhood Center and provided a great many cookies 
and plenty of drinkables for the festive Center Christmas party. 
 

In addition, whenever sufficient supplies were collected from parishioners and placed in the St. 
Christopher kitchen for that purpose, weekend snack bags were provided to the children at the 
Center. St. Christopher collected enough items that the church was able to do this at least once 
and sometimes twice a month from September through May. The generosity of the snack donors, 
many of whom are anonymous, has been enormously appreciated. Too, some funds were provided 

for food to be purchased for the Neighborhood Center children's dinners from the collections made 
at St. Christopher for that purpose.    
 

St. Christopher’s West Side ministries 



 

The Fellowship Committee organized a picnic on church 
grounds to start the Summer season. Fellowship continues to 
coordinate the meals after the 10:30 a.m. service. Thanks to all 
of you who have brought food and stayed to help clean up the 

dishes, kitchen and tables afterward. 

 

Remember this monthly schedule to bring a dish to share:   

1st Sunday: Everyone except Vestry & Choir 

2nd Sunday: Folks with last names beginning A thru J 

3rd Sunday: Vestry and half the choir 

4th Sunday: Folks with last names beginning K thru Z 

5th Sunday: Men (thank-you too!) 

We look forward to starting the Fall season with a brunch be-

tween services on Sept. 13 when the full Sunday School pro-

gram begins.     Tish Lawson, Chair 

Fellowship Committee = good food  
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Let’s Play Bridge! 

Join us every third Wednesday of 

the month to play bridge from 3 

p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Barnabas 

House. 

If you are interested please call 

Jackie Hunt at (304)768-5657. 

Working for the congregation’s continued safety 

Our Emergency Management Team is working to ensure the security of our facility 
and church family. The team is planning an emergency evacuation drill for this 

Summer. The team also plans to conduct other safety trainings, such as CPR and 

fire extinguisher use.  

Two individuals are assigned as safety officers during each service. Watch for more 

from the Emergency Management Team. To volunteer, contact Kelly Merritt. 

Facilities Assessment Team focuses on church grounds  

The Facilities Assessment Team (F.A.T.) members are working themselves skinny with garden 
downsizing as well as other maintenance and improvement projects. These include among oth-

ers; security systems, roof maintenance, and water company required backflow preventers.   
 

In addition, the Facilities Assessment Team is discerning the information gathered last year on 

future of the facilities and reviewing the recent congregational survey regarding the Barnabas 

House (if you haven’t filled out the survey, please pick one up in the Narthex). 

Team members are Pastor Melissa, Senior Warden Dr. John Fuller, Junior Warden Eric Ghiz, 
Rock Bridges, Paco Cuadra, Mike Anderson, Wynn Young, Jay Fuller, John Yeary, Bill Pile, and 
Lloyd Miller. Marsha Van Hook is our Garden Guru. Others that are interested are encouraged 
to join. 



In Worship for the Glory of God and God’s House 

From Your Senior Warden:  Dr. John L Fuller                                  

Greetings 

We have had an eventful Easter season with Bishop Klusmeyer presiding all 
of the Holy Week services which included several Baptisms and Confirma-
tions. We were treated to special music on Good Friday and Easter Sunday; 
the choir, guest singers, musicians and a violin solo from one of our own 
youth. Additionally, all the children enjoyed the gardens for the annual 

Easter Egg Hunt. 

 The Vestry has been very busy working with the Finance Committee to re-
view and plan for being good stewards of the St Christopher funds. We are 
concentrating on controlling expenses and planning on fund raisers for cer-
tain projects that are important to our outreach ministries. We are looking 
forward to our annual Summer Day Camp (July 18-22) with the committee 
planning an exciting week. As usual we “NEED ALL HANDS ON DECK” as it 
is so rewarding to work, learn and play with the young children that partici-

pate in our camp. 

We are always looking for ideas that help advance the St. Christopher mis-
sion and vision. If you have suggestions please let us hear from you. Thank 

you.  

John L. Fuller Sr., Ph.D. 



Special Finance Notice 
The Finance Committee is reviewing the items in our budget and one of the items is the Memorial Fund. We are trying to 

determine if we have any of the those funds from the past that have been designated for a special purpose. If there are 

memorial funds that are to be used for a special purpose, please let Pastor Melissa or John L. Fuller know.  

From Finance: Membership is growing, now for pledges ... 

A main focus of the Finance Committee is to track our progress on our multi-year plan to balance the budg-
et. We have seen some positive signs over the last few years. The number of parish families is up. But the 
number of pledges and the total dollars pledged for 2016 is down.  
 
The Finance Committee realizes that continuing to have a deficit between $60,000 and $70,000 each year 
cannot be sustained. The Vestry and Finance committees are working to reduce expenses. It is always good 
to watch how we spend and economize where possible.  But the Vestry does not want to cut spending to the 
point we have a negative effect on doing God’s work through our ministries and church growth. It is now 
time to look at and talk about St. Christopher’s need for increased giving. We will start by having individu-
als, on a regular basis, give personal testimonials about how and what their giving means to them.  
 
To help start the conversation about giving I offer you an excerpt from the eChurch publication. The article 
“5 Bad Habits That Kill Church Growth and How To Break Them” deals with teaching about generosity. 
 

The topic of money might be the most important discussion that churches aren’t having. The sad truth is that 
we’re often reinforcing the ideas that Christianity is based on assenting to a belief system, but we’re hesitant to 
be too vocal about how that affects someone’s pocketbook. In the end, Martin Luther was right:  
 “There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.” 

 

Jesus discussed money constantly. Even when it wasn’t the topic at hand, he used it as a prop in parables 
to make other spiritual points. It makes complete sense; our priorities are manifested in the way we spend, 
save, give, and value money. There isn’t a better indicator of our true spiritual state than how we use our 
resources. 

 
If churches aren’t regularly talking about money and finances, they’re not only hurting themselves because 
people aren’t giving enough, but they’re also negatively impacting the spiritual development of the people in 
their care. Christians desperately need to see how their beliefs impact their views of money, and vice versa. 

 
When people give more to their church, they become more emotionally invested. When people are more emo-
tionally invested, the church grows. It really is that simple.  

 
The Finance Committee hopes you will prayerfully consider your giving to support the St. Christopher family 
and its ministries. Especially considering the following facts and figures: 
 

St. Christopher has 87 family units — or potential pledging units. Only 59 percent currently pledge. 
St. Christopher currently has $150,000 pledged giving from (51) pledges for 2016. Those pledges break-

down as follows: 
Range of Yearly Pledge Number of Pledges Average Average Per Week 
    $16,500 - $7,000  5   $10,232          $197 

    $6,999 - $3,000             12  $ 4,336           $83 

    $2,999 - $1,000             23  $ 1,635           $31 

    $ 999 - $ 0             11  $ 405           $ 8 

St. Christopher ‘s current estimated budget deficit for 2016 is approximately $67,000. If all 87 family 
units or potential givers were to increase their current giving level by $5 per week, that commitment 
would raise $22,620 per year. If they would make that same commitment to raise their level of giving 
$5 per week each year for the next three years our budget deficit could be eliminated. 

 
It would be nothing short of a miracle for the last item to happen. However, it is God who is in the miracle 
business and the church itself is a miracle — a miracle that is continually changing. Help St. Christopher, 
as Pastor Melissa recently said, to be a part of the “new and improved church.” Pray for and expect the mira-
cle, remembering the words of our Lord Jesus how he said, “It is more blessed to give than to re-



The Communications Committee is working diligently to ensure all church members and the com-

munity are aware of our events and the good work our members do around town.  With the weather 

last winter, we begin researching ways to notify the congregation when the building will be closed/

services cancelled.  We’re still looking at a variety of opportunities to do so.   

We continue to sponsor a bi-monthly newspaper ad that has attracted new members. The website 

and Facebook page are updated weekly with calendar of events and weekly Sunday readings.  Our 

website, http://stchristopherwv.com, has a tab of sermons from Pastor Melissa.  If you are on Face-

book, be sure to “like” our St Christopher page as well.  The more we share our page, the more expo-
sure we’ll have – and the more we can grow and nurture our St. Christopher family.   

We also continue to provide welcome bags to visitors and to be a welcoming community for all.   

Committee members include Chair- Kelly Merritt, Pastor Melissa, Joe and Jeanette Redd, Sallie 

Milam and Malyka Knapp-Smith 

Respectfully submitted, Malyka Knapp-Smith 

Communications Committee sharing St. C activities  

More Fun At St. Christopher 

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 

Chef Joe Redd 

Kelly Merritt and Pastor  
Melissa’s Wedding   

April 2, 2016 

Sarah Anderson and Brooklyn 
Bird, High School Graduates   

Dr Sonya Armstrong 

off to Slovakia 

http://stchristopherwv.com


 Our church took a leap in our West Side community outreach with support for the Paul Laurence 
Dunbar Neighborhood Center. For more than a year, our congregation has been making dinner once a 
month for students. In my retirement, I’ve been helping with the dinners and following another passion, vol-
unteering in stream restoration in the Potomac Watershed and the Monongahela National Forest. About a 

year ago I began thinking about how to “marry” these two passions into one. 

 The Seneca Rocks Visitor Center scheduled a DISCOVER NATURE DAY for Saturday, April 30. Dur-
ing one of our committee planning meetings, Deborah Rodecker, Elaine Chiles and I discussed making 
meals for the day and serving them to students on a trip to this event. Pastor Melissa supported the idea 

and offered the church van for the trip.  

 We sent an event flier home with the students during a “teaser” event held at the center during the 
first week of April. At this event, I shared a slide show of stream restoration projects and the fish & wildlife 

that are the beneficiaries of this work.   

 The next week we held a second “teaser” event with special 
guest Glenn Nelson with the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion’s “Save Our Streams” program. Glenn brought a bucket of ma-
terial from a nearby trout stream so the students could learn about 
and search for macroinvertebrates. Some of the smaller participants 
at first thought that this was “icky”, but at the end of the presenta-
tion they were still hanging around and finding mayflies, stoneflies, 

caddisflies, etc.   

 The teasers worked. Eleven students and five counselors, 
including “Miss Teresa,” made the trip with Lanette and me. We 
served breakfast on the 3 + hour trip and talked about cows, hors-
es, sheep and goats — animals many of the students had only seen 
in pictures. We kept the kids engaged. We also prepared them by 
showing them an example of the invasive garlic mustard plant. Gaining elevation past Elkins the students 
were awestruck by mountains that were being touched by clouds. I asked them if they knew what the tallest 

mountain in West Virginia was. When no one answered, I told them about Spruce Knob.  

 We arrived and took in the majesty of Seneca Rocks. Iconic 
to most West Virginians, many of these instate kids had not seen 
this beautiful setting. In our first event, the garlic mustard pull, stu-
dents quickly learned to identify the plant I had shown them earlier. 

It was not long before we had a garbage bag full of this invader.   

 After a catered lunch of hot dogs, students saw birds of prey 
from WV Raptor Rehabilitation Center. They saw up close a Barred 

Owl that had been struck by a car and a large Red Tail Hawk.  

 Next, a herpetologist had the students on the edge of their 
seats viewing a large timber rattlesnake and a copperhead, the only 
two poisonous snakes native to West Virginia. Next came non-
poisonous snakes ranging from a short green snake to the seven foot 
Black Kingsnake. Many students touched these docile snakes, 

showing interest and not fear.  

 We also learned about stream erosion and preservation, 
trees, plants & flowers found in West Virginia, native brook trout 
and other species of fish and macroinvertebrates, bats in West Vir-
ginia (and a sample bat cave) and how to tie a fly for fishing. The 
students were given red spruce, black walnut trees and flowers to 

take home and plant. Over and over we heard “this is the best field trip ever!” 

 On the way home, students enjoyed homemade pepperoni rolls. As they rested, I thought about when 
students gathered around an interactive map of the Monongahela National Forest. One student pressed a 

button to light up one of the highlights of the area and then exclaimed, “Look, there is Spruce Knob!” 

St. C takes West Side kids on a Seneca Rocks fieldtrip  
           By Mike Anderson 



ST. CHRISTOPHER – SUMMER CALENDAR 

  JUNE 2016 

Sun 5th Holuy Eucharist II  and Church Picnic 9:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 6th F.A.T. meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1 

Tues 7th Stewardship Committee 6:30 PM Classroom 1  

Wed 8th Vestry Meeting 6:30 PM Parish Hall 

Fri-Sat 
10th-

11th 
Seeking the Face of God Training 

6-9 PM 

9:30– 3:30 PM 
Parish Hall  

Sun 12th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Sat 18th Fish Fry 
12NOON– 

4PM 
Parish Hall  

Sun 19th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Sun 26th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 27th Communications Committee Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1 

 JULY 2016 

Sun 3rd Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon 4th Independence Day—OFFICE CLOSED   

Wed 6th Summer Day Camp Planning Meeting 6:30 PM Classroom 1 

Sun 10th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Sat 16th Summer Day Camp Counselor Training 10:00 AM Classroom 1 

Sun 17th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Mon-

Fri 

18th– 

22nd 
Summer Day Camp 

8:30 AM-3:00 

PM 

Facility and 

off site 

Sun 24th Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 

Sun 31st Holy Eucharist  Rite I & Rite II Sunday Services 8:00 &10:30 AM Main Sanctuary 



St. Christopher Episcopal Church 

821 Edgewood Dr. 

Charleston, WV 25302 

 

 

Church Office:  304-342-3272 Rector’s Office:  304-342-3422 
Church Fax: 304-342-

2382 

Church E-mail:  info@stchristopherwv.com 
Church Website: 

www.stchristopherwv.com 

Church Administrator’s Email: stchristopheradmin@stchristopherwv.com 

The Right Reverend W. Michie Klusmeyer, Bishop 

The Reverend Melissa Remington, Rector 

Fr. Gil Watkins, Associate Retired Minister 

Dr. John L. Fuller, Senior Warden 

Mr. Eric Ghiz, Junior Warden 

Dr. Michael Anderson, Treasurer 
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 Megan Pennington, Sunday School Director 

Sarah Anderson & Brooklyn Bird, Nursery Care Attendants 
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